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EDITORIAL 





Our readers will, we trust, appreciate our double souvenir number 
issued in connection with the Library Association Conference at 
Glasgow. Special features are the articles on the Mitchell Library, 
Glasgow, 1874-1924, by a member of the staff, Mr. J. Dunlop, and 
one on the Burns Country, by Mr. J. M. Leighton, of Greenock Public 
Library. We printed the provisional programme in our July issue 
and as we go to press have little to add to the particulars there 
given, except to compliment the Library Association and the 
Local Reception Committee on the excellent programme arranged 
for the occasion, from both the professional and social point of view. 
> * * * 


Other features of our issue deal with the Publishers’ Exhibition 
and the comprehensive collection of new publications and up-to- 
date professional appliances which will be on view at Kent Hall, 
St. Andrew’s Hall; the great point to be noticed being the fact 
that for the first time in the history of such annual exhibitions this 
one is to be officially opened by the President of the Association. 

* * *” * 


The most important utterance in public library affairs at the recent 
Oxford Conference of the Workers’ Educational Association was, 
undoubtedly, the announcement made by Mr. Trevelyan, Minister 
of Education, as to the immediate appointment of a committee 
to investigate the library provision of the country. At last the 
educationists are realising the vital connection between publc 
libraries and popular education, but it is of paramount importance 
that those who are concerned with the interests of libraries should 
bestir themselves and see that an adequate representation of library 
experts is included in Mr. Trevelyan’s proposed committee. No 
doubt the Library Association will have already moved in this 
matter, but it is equally up to the profession as a whole to remain 
alert and helpful in any enquiry that may take place. 


* ae oa * 


Mr. Trevelyan referred to the good work at present in evidence 
in many libraries, but also noted the inadequacy of the service as 
a whole. It is to secure greater uniformity of effort, as well as to 
reinforce scholastic education, that appears to be the aim of the 
enquiry. This is good, but there are many other considerations 
that must not be lost sight of. 

* * * * 


The establishment of new county library systems proceeds 
apace, and whilst any effort to secure contact with books to the 
rural reader is well worth while, it is just a question whether the 
more or less stereotyped conditions adopted will prove wise in the 
long run. One point alone, the standardised salary of £300, which 
few authorities have exceeded, is keeping out of the county systems 
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some of the most competent library workers. Had the counties 
adopted a minimum of £450 or {500 they would have acted wisely, 
because, after all, the chief element in the success of these libraries 
is a personal one. ae ee 

Commenting on Lord Balfour’s remarks at the recent annual 
meeting of the London Library, the Manchester Guardian in a lead- 
ing article pointed out that the accumulation of books alone—even 
the books in the home library—was not enough and that the arts 
and crafts of the librarian are necessary to render the volumes 
effective. Those who are familiar with the magnificent collections 
of the London Library, and the expert attention that they have 
received at the hands of the library staff, realise the educational 
value of such an institution and the t work it has done, and is 
doing, in the furtherance of literary culture. But there are a number 
of libraries, public and private, up and down the country, which 
just need the expert attention mentioned by the Manchester 
Guardian to make them really effective. After all the value of any 
collection of works is that the same shall be accessible at any given 
moment. Efficient classification, cataloguing, and other mechanical 
and literary aids thereon, to the modern librarian make this possible. 
The only need is that the governing authorities should also be alive 
to the fact. 

* o* * + 

“‘ There are many people (says a writer in The London Mercury) 
who regard munici public libraries as dreary places, where 
seedy individuals consult the ‘situations vacant’ columns of the 
daily press and little that can be called literature can be found. 
This is a view which, though prevalent, is happily now without 
much justification, and I wish that those persons who cling to it 
could see some of the excellent little magazines issued by the more 
intelligently conducted libraries.” Following is an appreciation of 
a particular guide and the writer concludes: “It is cheering to 
think that there are other towns doing the same sort of thing, and, 
I understand, doing it well.” 

* * 8 * 


We understand that there is a good deal of wonder amongst 
librarians and assistants regarding the small number of passes in 
the recent Library Association Examinations, and we wonder 
whether it would be helpful if the Association could issue some 
statement indicating broadly what are the main causes of so many 
failures, for it would seem that something must be radically wrong 
with the work submitted by the candidates. Maybe in Classifica- 
tion and Cataloguing the cause can be traced to an ignorance of 
Latin and French—or some other language—or still more likely 
to the very slight knowledge of practical cataloguing and classifying 
which many assistants possess. 

* * * * 

And then there is that Preliminary Examination. We hope 
earnestly that all librarians are mindful of the fact that this Examina- 
tion now ceases, and that it is imperative to appoint only juniors 
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MEN OF SCIENCE. 


Edited by S. Cuapman, M.A., D.Sc. Each with a Portrait. Paper 
cover, 1g.; cloth, 2s, net. 
The Manchester Guardian says : ‘‘Admirable Pioneers of Progress Series.’’ 


ARCHIMEDES. By Sir Tuomas L. Heatu, K.B., K.C.V.O., F.R.S., etc. 


THE COPERNICUS OF ANTIQUITY (Aristarchus of Samos). 
By Sir Tuomas L. Heatu, K.C.B., K.C.V.O., F.R.S., etc. 


JOHN DALTON. By L. J. Nevitte-Poiiey, B.Sc. 

KEPLER. By Water W. Bryant, F.R.A.S. 

GALILEO. By W. W. Bryant, F.R.A.S., Royal Observatory, Greenwich. 
MICHAEL FARADAY. By J. A. Crowruer, D.Sc. 


ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE. The beng of a Great Discoverer. 
By Lance.ot T. Hocsen, B.A., 


JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. By D. H. celcaien B.A., M.Sc., F.L.C. 

JOSEPH DALTON HOOKER. By Professor F. O. Bower, Sc.D., F.R.S. 
MERSCHEL. By the Rev. Hecror Macpuerson, M.A., F.R.A.S., F.R.S.E. 
RIGHARD ARKWRIGHT. By J. H. Crasrree. Duxeen, 2s. net 


WOMEN. 


Edited by Eruet M. Barton. With several Illustrations. Paper cover, 
2s.; cloth, 3s, net. 


FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE. By E. F. Hatt. 
DOROTHEA BEALE. By Evizasern H. Suutito, B.A. 
ELSIE INGLIS: The Woman with the Torch. By Eva SHaw McLaren. 


EMPIRE BUILDERS. 


Edited by W. Bast. Worsrotp, M.A. With Portrait. Paper, 1s. ; cloth 
2s. net. 


SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. By Wa ter J. Harte, M.A. 

SIR ROBERT SANDEMAN. By A. L. P. Tucker, C.LE. 

MUNGO PARK. By W. H. Hewitt, B.A., B.Sc. Duxeen, 2s. 6d. net. 
RICHARD HAKLUYT. By Foster Watson, D.Litt. 2s. 6d. net. 





JOSEPHINE BUTLER, and her work for Social Purity. 
By L. Hay-Coopgzr, With two Portraits. Cloth boards, Ss. net. 
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who have passed a recognized examination of some such standi 
as the Matriculation or General Schools. Without this initi 
educational stamp it will be impossible for assistants in the future 
to sit for the technical examinations. 

- x * * 


By the way, we are looking forward with interest to hearing 
Mr. John Minto’s paper on ‘‘ Education and Training for Librarian- 
ship: Past, Present and Future.” It is a long time since the subject 
was discussed at a Conference and we hope that it will not merely 
consist of an historical réswmé of what has been done with an 
appendix on what is to be done, but that the practical side of the 
question will be also noticed. 

* > * a. 

We were privileged to attend—with a number of other librarians 
—the Coming-of-Age Celebrations of the Workers’ Educational 
Association at Oxford last month. If we learned nothing else from 
the papers that were read—including one by Mr. L. Stanley Jast 
on ‘ Public Libraries and Book Supply ’’—we came away with a 
profound respect for Labour’s deep-rooted belief in the value of 
books, and especially in books exploited through the agency of 
public libraries. Again and again reference was made to the impor- 
tance of books and libraries, and gratitude was expressed for what 
librarians had already done up and down the country to further 
the cause of Adult Education. 

* * * o* 

The speakers on the matter were sometimes unmindful of the 
fact that many other agencies are doing a similar work to that which 
the W.E.A. is doing—and doing well, too—through its Tutorial 
Class Movement, and that out of its still limited purse some pro- 
vision has also to be made for those other agencies. They were 
often critical, too, but as most of the criticisms resulted from an 
incomplete knowledge of the facts, we were able to answer them all 
satisfactorily. 

* * oe ae 

It was interesting to hear the Minister of Education, in the 
course of a very short speech, go out of his way to state—what he 
has since repeated in the House of Commons—that “ he wanted to 
get the whole of the library system of the country placed upon a 
proper basis. The work which the Workers’ Educational Associa- 
tion was doing was bound to depend upon effective and efficient 
libraries throughout the country, and while it was true that many 
of them were already efficient, such efficiency was patchy, and it 
ought to be completed. In the course of the next few weeks he 
hoped to set up a sub-committee to enquire into the position of the 
library system of the country.” 

* * x oe 

We hope that when the constitution of the committee is made 
known it will be found to include at least one progressive and 
broadminded librarian. However, we came away from Oxford 
feeling that whatever a Labour Government may do with libraries 
it will not wittingly retard their progress in the slightest. 
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THE MITCHELL LIBRARY, GLASGOW, 1874-1924 
AN HISTORICAL NOTE AND A FEW MEMORIES 
By J. Duntop, of the Mitchell Library, Glasgow. 
DUMFRIESSHIRE bulks large in the founding of two great libraries. 
It was the Guidman of Craigenputtock’s oft expressed need of works 
of reference beside him as working tools, that made him stir up 
the movement which founded the London Library in 1840. 

The founder of the Mitchell Library was not prompted by 
quite the same personal need, nor had he the bitter experience of 
trudging from Chelsea to Bloomsbury in winter to stimulate him 
in his purpose. Stephen Mitchell was a Glasgow tobacco merchant 
(the firm still exists), and although not born in Dumfriesshire it 
was there his heart undoubtedly lay. On his retirement he spent 
the last fifteen years of his life at Moffat, and from what one can 
gather it would appear to be his close association with the old Moffat 
Subscription Library that gave birth to the idea of creating, by a 
substantial bequest, a library in the city of his commercial activities. 
On his death in 1874 the sum of £66,998 was, by a provision accom- 
panying the bequest, allowed to accumulate for a few years until it 
made up the round total of £70,000. The Committee who hus- 
banded the bequest during this period was not idle. It was fortu- 
nate indeed in buying several large libraries which came under the 
auctioneer’s hammer. One or two collectors’ libraries were bought 
entire, others presented pickings. Space here prevents mention of 
more than one—Cosmo Innes, the historian’s library. I single it 
out because the strength of this library, rich as it is in privately 
printed club books and family memoirs, has since its purchase been 
an invaluable part of our resources. It was a wise investment by a 
shrewd far-seeing body of public-spirited citizens, as every year 
the items became more and more scarce. Another fortunate decision 
was their choice of a librarian. There exists a saying here on the 
Clydeside, when discussing our city’s growth, that “‘ The Clyde made 
Glasgow and Glasgow made the Clyde.”” Both are indubitable 
facts. If a few Glasgow business men with the necessary vision, 
had not deepened and widened what was heretofore a salmon 
stream and transformed it into a great highway of commerce, our 
proud boast of being the Second City of the Empire would be 
undreamt of In the same way it can be said that the Mitchell 
Library made Dr. Barrett a great librarian, and Dr. Barrett made 
the Mitchell Library a great library. It was his first and last charge. 
Its well being was at once his hobby and his life’s work. He came 
from Birmingham, where he had been sub-librarian, in 1877 and 
immediately laid down definite lines of development. From the 
wise provisions of the founder’s bequest he evolved a policy aad 
enunciated in his first reports the ideals he thought should be 
striven for. Briefly he aimed at making this 19th century library 
the British Museum of Scotland—at least the West of Scotland. 
When one considers that outside of a grant from the “ Customs and 
Excise Duties’ of about £2,000 per annum not a penny for the 
upkeep came from the rates until the Glasgow Corporation (Tram- 
ways, Libraries, etc.) Act, 1899, came into operation, it will be well 
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understood by librarians that the path of progress was not very 
easy, demanding as it did great economy and wisdom. The environ- 
ment in which the library blossomed forth was certainly not inspiring. 
Two floors of a warehouse in the Candleriggs area of the city were 
rented, and without much in the way of a ceremony, Lord Provost 
Bain, on November Ist, 1877, gave the Glasgow public access to 
the Mitchell Library. Activities commenced with a stock of about 
14,000 volumes, 2,000 of which had been gifted by the Glasgow 
University Library. Pray do not think me snobbish when I mention 
that the first book issued was Liber Oj/ficialis Sancte Andree 
(Abbotsford Club). The first day’s issue totalled 186, and the 
premises were visited by 600 people. From such modest beginnings 
grew the Glasgow Public Libraries system of twenty-four establish- 
ments, with last year’s visitors total of 8,929,602, and the issues 
3,634,885 volumes. From 14,000 in 1877 the combined stock now 
totals 627,977, of which the Mitchell possesses 304,577. The first 
note of complaint sounded from its enthusiastic patrons in the early 
years was regarding the entire absence of fiction from the shelves 
of Glasgow's new reference library. What really solved the problem, 
until the coming of the district libraries, was the lack of adequate 
accommodation for any but the serious student. One can get a fair 
idea of the conditions and environment of the improvised premises 
from a description quoted from a Glasgow periodical, Quiz, of May 
Ist, 1895: “ Its rooms in the upper story of a warehouse building 
permeated with the odours of ham and cheese and fruit, and with 
ceilings too low, and the accommodation too scanty, are bad enough 
in all conscience. But the library is much better than its quarters 
would show. The collection of books is large, varied and rich.” 
Undoubtedly, despite the cramped conditions, the library was 
doing great work. In 1886 there was issued 454,073 volumes which 
meant, from the population of Glasgow at that time, every citizen 
had been supplied with an hour’s reading. 

In those stirring days Dr. Barrett’s senior assistants were 
Messrs. J. Ingram, T. Mason, R. Adams, J. D. Brown, and F. 
Barrett, Jun. ; and the only survivor of those early days is Mr. 
Adams, our Deputy-Chief of the moment. 

A fire or two in this highly inflammable market area of the 
city gave the committee a fine attack of “wind up.” The fire 
risk was in the opinion of insurance companies the worst in the 
city, but it was not until 1891 that the library removed to premises 
in Miller Street that had belonged to the Water Trust. In this street, 
strange to relate, there existed at this time the other two Glasgow 
libraries founded by beneficent citizens: The Stirling's, founded 
in 1791, and the Baillie’s Institution, which, although founded in 
1863, did not open until 1887. Certain alterations were carried 
out that ensured a greater seating capacity than before, and accom- 
modation for 150,000 vols was aimed at. The old bogey of fire 
remained. The street in which the new premises were situated 
is a narrow one, and with the brighter premises attracting more 
readers, the cry again rose of inadequate accommodation. It was 
very much in evidence in 1901 when I joined the staff. I remember 
hectic nights there when the electric plant failed (we developed 
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American Social History. As recorded by British Travellers. 
Compiled and Edited by ALLAN NEVINs. 18s. 
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U.S.A. from 1789 to 1922. Among them are Cobbett, Marryat, Dickens, Trollope, 
Freeman, Matthew Arnold, and H. G. Wells. 


The Government of France. 
By Josep Bartu&itimy. Translated by J. Bayarp Morris. 6s. 
** Itis a standard work on the way France is governed and explains the basis on which 
ber constitution rests.""—Saturday Review. 


Studies in Polish Life and History. 
By A. E. Tennant, F.E.LS. 10s. 64. 
“* Full of information. It worthily deals with a great subject.""— Public Opinion. 

The Passing of Politics. 
By Wirtiam Kay WALLACE. 12s. 6d. 


‘*A& book which no student of present day social and commercial! conditions can afford to 
leave unread.""—Sunday Times. 
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Population and the Social Problem. 
By J. Swinsurne, F.R.S. 
‘* Mr. Swinburne wields a sharp lance and impales oa it innumerable cherished beliefs 
with great vigour." — Times. 


The Unclaimed Wealth. How Money Stops Production. 
By H. Assati. Introduction by J. A. Hosson. 6s. 
The book examines the causes and effects of delay in consuming and utilizing 
commodities and services after production. 


The New World of Labour. 


By SHERWwoop Eppy. 58. 

This is the widest survey ever attempted in a single volume of the industrial situation 

— ‘| ~ "a America, China, Japan, India, Russia, Great Britain, Germany, 
ance, and Italy. 


* ° 
Sixty Years as a Publisher. 
By Henry Hott. Illustrated. 188. 
“The book is an undiminished pleasure, full of shrewd comment and observation, 
strewn with anecdotes of famous encounter and experience.""— Yorkshire Post. 


Sigmund Freud: His Personality, his Teachings, and his 


. 
By Fritz Witrets. Translated by Epen and Cepar Pavut. 108. 6d. 
“Anyone who reads it will feel on much easier terms with psychoanalysis than before." 
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Nervous and Mental Re-Education. 
By S. I. Franz. 8s. 6d. 
It has a direct significance for those who are interested in child welfare, especially 
teachers who have crippled children in their classes. 
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The Inner Discipline. 
By Cuartes Baupourn and A. LESTCHINSKY. Ts. 6d. 
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The Historical Jesus. 
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“* The style is excellent, simple aad direct; the matter is presented clearly and skil- 
fully, with a wholesome restraint and grasp of the essentials.”"—Birmingham Post. 
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our own current) and gas was used. Our old engine had a nasty 
habit of stuttering to extinction on the busiest nights. We 
youngsters rather liked the excitement of scurrying around with 
tapers in the tense atmosphere engendered by a “ black out.”’ 
Days these were of eager queued-up humanity thirsting for know- 
ledge, with a staff none too large to cope with the rushes we were 
subjected to, nor, indeed, as mentioned, was the accommodation. On 
busy nights it was a common sight to see many of our clientele having 
to stand all the time they were reading, sitting on the floor, or on 
the steam pipes which ran round the hall. The sight of an anxious 
research worker crowded off the table space with his big file of the 
Glasgow Herald and having to seek the floor in an attitude of 
“on the hands down"’ was unforgettable. It provided the blend 
of humour that falls somewhere between the “twinkle and the 
tear.’ A wet night made the place look and smell like a laundry 
as many of our readers had thought out the steam pipe system of 
drying as applied to various articles of apparel, including socks. 
That the staff then had any energy left for bookish interests 
outside a long day’s work speaks well for their earnestness and 
vitality. This excess of energy manifested itself in the formation 
of a literary club among the lower placed members of the stafi— 
all males at that time. It is on record that J. D. Brown utilized 
the morning hours before coming on duty in the old Mitchell days 
to add his musical biography to the world’s literature. I rather 
think though that it was more sheer necessity than the example 
of our distinguished forerunner on the staff that made us choose 
the somewhat unusual hour of 8 a.m. for our weekly meetings. In 
the same Spartan spirit we fixed Monday as our day of meeting, 
with a twopenny fine for members over five minutes late. Those 
who slept in, and failed to attend, had to pay our treasurer the sum 
of sixpence. This polite system of terrorism ensured that out of a 
membership of about a dozen we had a very high percentage present 
to listen to papers, which were either contributed by ourselves or 
solicited from the senior members of the staff. From the syllabus 
before me Wm. McGill, now Superintendent of Islington Libraries, 
appears to have been the only essayist who touched on a professional 
subject. He may remember a grey November morning and an 
earnest little group round the staff-room table listening to his 
eulogy, “‘ Panizzi—A Great Librarian,’’ and how that gas stove 
snored out the long pauses, while we waited for ‘“‘ the next speaker ” 
in the discussion to comb his mental equipment. Frank Dallimore, 
now of Darlington, on ‘‘ The Romantic Movement in English 
Literature,” was more akin to the usual type. A few years later, 
the junior element of the staff issued a little jellygraphed magazine, 
“The Juniors’ Own.” It was a lively effort and spared not the 
foibles of the seniors in its ‘‘ Personalia ’’ column. The types among 
our daily readers were also hit off very happily in a spoof competi- 
tion where the prizes ranged from bars of soap to rocking chairs. 
A good few librarians and others in distant parts will have kindly 
memories of early days spent in the old premises at Miller Street. 
What will loom up large in their memories will be, 1 am sure, the 
picturesque little figure of our chief in his black skull cap and 
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velvet jacket, and how the atmosphere of awe which surrounded 
him, to we boys, was often dispelled by eyes that twinkled humour 
ously from under those extraordinary bushy eyebrows. Every 
librarian is not just in the fortunate position of having to build up 
his establishment from practically the foundation so that it could 
be moulded in his own fashion. Dr. Barrett had this privilege and, 
to use a Scotch phrase for thoroughness, he “ made a job of it.” 
In the fight for legislation to provide rate-supported libraries in 
our city he used every weapon he could think of to convey to the 
citizens their need and utility. It may interest the publicity experts 
of the profession to know that away back in the “ eighties ” each 
City Park Band Programme carried a good-sized advertisement on 
its back stating what The Mitchell Library had done and could do 
for all classes of the community. Dr. Barrett was a keen dis- 
ciplinarian but very just in dealing with his staff. Although we 
could not always subscribe wholeheartedly to his extreme self- 
sacrificing spirit in the interests of the establishment, particularly 
with regard to monetary reward for services rendered, we admired 
in the abstract his total abnegation. He more than once laid it 
down as a maxim for librarianship that ours was a priest-like task 
and we should not look for much in the way of financial reward, 
but—we were young and the good things of life were all around 
us. Our pay envelope and its well-being was a reality we could not 
ignore. 

At no time did The Mitchell indulge in stunting methods to 
bring its claims before the public. Anything of the nature of exten- 
sion work has grown in a natural way from the deep-rooted main 
policy of a courteous and helpful service to the public, be he student 
or man in the street. 

When lack of accommodation for books and readers made 
another removal necessary the library’s many patrons, not to 
mention the staff, rejoiced at the prospect of a suitable building at 
last being built. Their hopes were realised. It was during the 
L.A. Conference at Glasgow in 1907 that the late Dr. Andrew 
Carnegie laid the memorial stone of the present building in North 
Street, and now members are to be given the opportunity of viewing 
the palatial edifice erected, and its functions. The opening cere- 
mony in October, 1911, by the Earl of Rosebery gained quite a 
lot of publicity by reason of the phrase, “ Cemetery of Books,” 
used by that nobleman in his address. As delivered, his speech 
was a delightful bit of leg-pulling, but reaching the great public 
in cold print and more or less distorted caused quite a lot of con- 
troversy. 

The 1907 meeting brought a number of old Mitchellites back 
to their training ground and many associations were renewed with 

“the men that were boys when I was a boy.” To the younger 
element like myself the chief interest was, of course, the big guns. 
How human they appeared on_ contact. If we needed further 
assurance there was the great “J. D.” in front of you in the con- 
ference hall winding up an argument with a neighbour by advising 
him, in Glasgow fashion, to clear his brain—‘‘ Don't be such 
a pudden.”” Tom Mason, of St. Martins-in-the-Fields, whose period 
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of Mitchell service was 1877-81, was a frequent visitor. I remember 
Dr. Barrett jokingly asking if he had a season ticket. Like Brown, 
he has added something useful to the world of bibliography. It 
was particularly gratifying to see how much his “ Public and 
Private Libraries of Glasgow’ was quoted in the press before the 
recent MacGeorge sale. He died in 19/14. 

Another frequent visitor and one-time assistant was Frank 
Barrett, Doctor Barrett’s son, at that time Librarian of Fulham 
Public Libraries. His patent book-support is still in general use and 
his first catalogue became a model many made use of. 

John Ingram, who came from the old Edinburgh Subscription 
Library in 1877, was Sub-Librarian until he retired in 1909. He died 
a few years later. His genial nature would not permit him to hide 
completely his pawky humour from even the youth of the staff, 
and ‘‘ Old John,” if he missed some of the awe with which we looked 
up to our chief, will be remembered as a genial and likeable character 
bravely keeping his face up towards the sun through an almost life- 
long bronchial affliction. He compiled a book of Scottish anecdotes 
and looked well after the interests of our Scottish Poetry Collection 

Another figure the older members of the Association will miss 
from the portals of the Mitchell will be that of John Sinclair. 
Sinclair in his uniform of green with gold facings, with his tall figure 
and his patriarchal features framed in a white beard, was magnifi- 
cent. There is no other word for it. He had served 30 vears when 
he died in 1916, aged 70. 

As I have already stated, we are fortunate in having the only 
link with the Brown-Mason period still with us in Mr. Robert Adams. 
He joined the service in 1878. Owing to the illness of Dr. Barrett 
the burden of re-classifying the collection and the removal problems 
involved in organizing the transportation of over 200,000 volumes 
from Miller Street to the North Street building fell on his shoulders, 
a difficult and trying task. His pioneer efforts and pamphlet on 
behalf of establishing Commercial Libraries in this country are too 
well known to re-capitulate. 

From the list I append it will be seen that Mitchell-trained 
librarians are widely scattered. It is pleasing to relate that under 
our present enlightened chief, Mr. Pitt, who assisted Dr. Barrett 
to establish our branch system before his sojourn in Coventry, 
the traditional standards of courtesy have been preserved, while 
the service itself has developed in a way that figures cannot truly 
indicate. ‘‘ You will get it in the Mitchell Library ” is such common- 
place advice that there is no pressing need to put it on a poster. 
During the last general election I went to three political meetings 
on the one night and had three distinct thrills of pride as the orator 
exhorted his hearers to prove his point by going to The Mitchell 
Library. The secret of it all has been, of course, service—pains- 
taking, self-sacrificing service, with the words “ fail to get it ” held 
up until the whole resources of the library are tried out. 

It is those “ something hidden, go and find it,” quests to the 
uncharted ranges that make reference work so fascinating. Even 
with a good knowledge of source books covering different periods 
and subjects there is always that tracker’s sense needed, which 
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only keenness and experience provide. Lacking the first you may 
fall a victim to fatigue when the goal is yet a long way off; not 
equipped with the latter you may mistake a mirage for the coveted 
city. 

" Ex-members of the Mitchell Staff who occupy other posts :— 
Barr, J., Librarian, Auckland Public Library, New Zealand; 
Cunningham, A., Sub-Librarian at above Library; Dallimore, F., 
Librarian, Public Library, Darlington, Durham; Ewing, J. C., 
Librarian, Baillie’s Institution Free Library, Glasgow; Geddie, 
H. D., Librarian, Public Library, Great Grimsby ; Irving, T. J., 
Reference Librarian, Public Library, Vancouver, B.C.; Johnston, 
J., Librarian, Raffles Library, Singapore, Straits Settlements ; 
McGill, W., Sub-Librarian, Islington Libraries, London, N.; Niven, 
D., Librarian, Public Library, Bulawayo, South Africa ; Simpson, 
H. Y., Librarian, Dick Institute, Kilmarnock. 





THE BURNS COUNTRY — AYRSHIRE 


SOME NOTES FOR INTENDING VISITORS. 
By J. M. Leicuron, Greenock Public Library. 


Tue Ayrshire country most intimately associated with the Life and 
Poems of Robert Burns is included within a radius of a very few 
miles. There is an excellent train service between St. Enoch Station, 
Glasgow and Ayr and the surrounding district. 

The scenery has been described as being more like that of 
England than anywhere else in Scotland. It is a typical agricultural 
country of the Scottish Western lowlands. Fields pastured by 
Ayrshire cattle and sheep, well-cultivated woodlands, with numerous 
scattered villages, churches and farms, impart to the countryside 
an elegance not readily found elsewhere. These scenes are all 
redolent of the memory of the poet. Within the borders of Ayrshire 
tradition has it that King Coilus—King Cole—held sway, but the 
utilitarian historian in his zeal for accuracy has deprived Kyle, 
which, slightly altered, preserves the name of the old monarch, of 
its early and semi-mythical King. Here, too, Wallace, Bruce, and 
the Covenanters lent their quota to the story of the county. 

Most of Burns’ poems were composed in the country round 
Ayr and Mauchline and the valley of the Nith, from the farm at 
Ellisland to Dumfries, for there he formed more or less permanent 
homes at successive periods of his life. It was there that the scenery 
and other external influences affected his character, there that the 
originals of the descriptions of nature supplied the background of his 
poetry. But it was in Ayrshire rather than Nithsdale that his 
character was moulded by the influence of external nature. Burns 
was thirty-two years of age when he went to Nithsdale in 1791, 
and his character was definitely formed so that he was no longer 
susceptible to much alteration from change of environment. 

Alloway, where are centred the most intimate associations 
of the poet, is about two miles south of Ayr. It is the shrine to 
which pilgrims from all corners of the world repair in ever increasing 
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numbers to pay their respects to the greatest poetical genius Scotland 
ever produced. 

On the way from Ayr to Alloway several places mentioned in 
‘Tam o’ Shanter’’ are passed, but the cottage where the poet was 
born on 25th January, 1759, claims first attention. Built by the 
hands of William Burness, the father of the poet, the cottage consists 
of two apartments, a buf and a ben, or a kitchen and sitting room. 
The kitchen is kept almost entirely in its original simplicity, con- 
taining as it does several of the actual furnishings in use when 
occupied by the Burns family, including the box-bed in which the 
poet first saw the light. In a museum behind the cottage many 
relics of the bard may be seen. The trustees have in their custody 
a perfect copy of the Kilmarnock edition of Burns’ poems and also 
the poet's family bible purchased twenty years ago for £1,750. 

It was during the Alloway period that old Betty Davidson, 
an elderly relative of the poet's mother, occasionally came on visits 
and abundantly supplied Burns, then only a boy of 6 or 7 years, 
with warlock and spunkie stories—germs of the fancies that 
afterwards conjured up an eerie something on the Tarbolton road 
and set the ruined Kirk “ ableeze’’ with the most wonderful witch 
dance in literature. 

Kirk Alloway, whose ruins are carefully tended, is about quarter 
of a mile further on. There, within its precincts, we read in ‘‘ Tam 
o’ Shanter,” the weird sisters and “Auld Nick” held unholy 
revelry. On the other side of the road and not far from Alloway 
Kirk is Burns’ monument, a Grecian structure erected in 1820, 
and in an apartment on the ground floor of which several relics 
of the poet are exhibited. Here, too, is situated the Auld Brig o’ 
Doon where visitors, by standing on the very keystone, may gaze 
with delight upon the “ Banks and Braes o’ Bonnie Doon,” and in 
fancy behold the encounter between Nannie and Tam o’ Shanter’s 
grey mare, Meg. 

When Burns was still but a slip of a boy his father rented the 
neighbouring Mount Oliphant Farm, some two miles distant from 
Alloway and about four miles from Ayr, but the venture proved 
a great failure, partly owing to the poor quality of the soil and partly 
to William Burns’ lack of capital. Here young Burns assisted his 
father, whose now failing strength and extreme poverty necessitated 
Robert, still in his early teens, doing the manual work of a grown 
man. After eleven grinding years the family removed to Lochlea 
Farm, a little over two miles distant from Tarbolton. The seven 
years at Lochlea are regarded as one of the happiest periods of 
Burns’ life. During the earlier part his family circumstances mended 
a little and he seems to have had leisure to learn a variety of 
things—to fall in and out of love with dizzy rapidity, to write poems 
and to dance, and to be the best hand at the plough or on the 
threshing floor in the whole countryside. Burns paid frequent 
visits to Tarbolton, where he was made a Free-Mason and where 
also he founded the Bachelors’ Club. At this time he made the 
acquaintance of two local bards who lived in the shadow of his 
fame. One of these, says a recent writer, was David Sillar, and 
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the other was Saunders Tait, who was poet, tailor and bailie in 

Tarbolton. The only known copy of Tait’s volume is in the Mitchell 

Library, Glasgow. 

The farm affairs at Lochlea were kept going only by strict 
economy and hard labour, and when a dispute about the terms 
of the lease resulted in an adverse decision it broke the old man’s 
heart, and he died full of sorrows and apprehensions for his gifted 
son. On the death of William Burns the family removed to Mossgiel 
Farm, about a mile and a half south-east of Mauchline. A more 
beautiful spot in which to cultivate the muse it would be difficult 
to find. It commands a magnificent view, described in Wordsworth’s 
well-known sonnet :— 

“There! said a stripling, pointing with meet pride 
Towards a low roof, with green trees half concealed, 
Is Mossigiel Farm; and that’s the very field 
Where Burns ploughed up the daisy. Far and wide 
A plain below stretched seaward, while, descried 
Above sea-clouds, the Peaks of Arran rose 
And, by that simple notice, the repose 
Of earth, sky, sea and air was vivified.” 


Here the poet and his brother Gilbert toiled unrenittingly, and 
only allowed themse ‘Ives {7 per annum each. Yet it was during 
the Mossgiel years that Burns produced most of the works by which 
he is best known. It was there in the loft of his stable that he 
composed the masterpieces of Scottish verse that were to win him 
sudden fame throughout the land. Many of the poems written 
at this time represent the poet's observations and experiences in 
Mauchline, which was a haunt of Burns’. It has many memories 
of the past Poosie Nancy’s Hostelry was the scene of ‘‘ The Jolly 
Beggars '’ and in the churchyard, the scene of ‘‘ The Holy Fair,’’ 
are the graves of ‘‘ Mary Morrison,” *‘ Daddy Auld,” * Holy Willie,” 
and two of the poet’s children. To the west of the churchyard 
in the building known as Mauchline Castle, Burns was married to 
Jean Armour, and in close proximity is the cottage in which the 
couple started housekeeping. The birth of twin children, for whom 
he was unable to provide, determined Burns to migrate to the West 
Indies, and in order to raise the passage money he, on the advice 
of his friends, arranged with John Wilson, a printer in Kilmarnock, 
to print six hundred copies of the various poems, which in a very 
limited circle had become so popular. The attic that was occupied 
as the printing office is still to be seen in what is now Waterloo Street. 
Another outstanding object of interest to visitors to Kilmarnock 
is the Burns Monument situated in the centre of the Kay Park, 


Of Ayr itself, the streets of which were paced by Burns, only 
traces of the skeleton as it was then remain. The town, however, 
retains many memories of the poet. But the modern thoroughfare, 
with its electric standards and broad side pavements, is quite a 
different one from the ancient roughly cobbled, irregular highway 
without sidewalks of any kind, and with the altere d character of the 
buildings would now be unrecognisable by Burns. ‘ The twa brigs 
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form a notable feature of the town, and link Ayr closely to the poet. 
Ayr has reason to bless and revere the memory of the man who was 
born in the little clay biggin’ by the Doon, declares an authority 
in his work relating to the West of Scotland. From the mundane 
point of view of commercialism, Ayr’s best and most lasting asset 
is Robert Burns. Minus his personality, business of a lucrative 
quality would rapidly vanish. But he has left imperishable memory 
of a fairy-haunted brig and the story of the most classic of all festive 
bouts: “Tam o’ Shanter.”” The hostelry from which Douglas 
Graham set out on that immortal ride from Ayr to the Shanter 
farm is in the High Street, and has not greatly changed since the 
poet’s days. 

With Burns’ subsequent career Ayrshire has but brief connec- 
tion. After several visits to Edinburgh and a tour through some 
of the Border countries, Ellisland was rented, and there Burns took 
his family, but now his history relates to Dumfriesshire, which did 
not play the same part in his poetry as Ayrshire did. 

Burns died in Dumfries on July 21st, 1796, and was buried with 
military honours in St. Michael’s Cemetery there. Later, a 
mausoleum was erected by public subscription in the south-east 
side of the cemetery, and the poet’s remains were removed there 
from the original grave on the north. ‘‘In pitying admiration,” 
writes Carlyle, “he lies enshrined in all our hearts, in a far nobler 
musoleum than that one of marble; neither will his works, even 
as they are, pass away from the memory of man.” 


ROUND ABOUT GLASGOW 

GLAsGow, the scene of the 1924 Library Association Conference, 
is in the centre of some of the most picturesque parts of Scotland, 
and the city itself is rich in literary associations. The Burns Country 
is close at hand and the Firth of Clyde and the upper Vale of Clyde 
offer many attractions for those who delight in legend, tradition and 
rural beauty. These spots have the additional advantage of being 
within easy distance from the centre. 

There is little to add to Mr. Leighton’s article on the “ Burns 
Country "’ which delegates, especially those who are planning to 
extend their holiday in Scotland, should certainly visit. They will 
have an opportunity, too, of seeing some of the beauty spots on the 
river, a whole day’s cruise on the Firth of Clyde and Lochs having 
been arranged for. 

The scenery about the Falls of Clyde is connected with many 
points of romantic and historical interest such as Rutherglen, 
Castlemilk House, where Queen Mary is believed to have slept 
the night before the battle of Langside, Cambuslang and Hallside, 
and so on to Motherwell, Braidwood and Lanark. 

Leaving Glasgow in the other direction and cruising “ doon 
the Watter’’ towards the mouth of the river and Greenock, the 
visitor sails past Renfrew, Clydebank and Dumbarton, leaving 
Gare Loch on the right and entering Loch Long, one of the largest 
arms of the river of which the shores abound in scenes of wild 
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grandeur, recalling Switzerland and the Tyrol. Kilcreggan, with 
its fine villas and pretty cottages, is on the right shore. Cove is 
practically a continuation of Kilcreggan. Here, on commanding 
sites, are Cove Castle and Knockderry Castle, the latter said to be 
near the locus of ‘‘ Knockdunder’”’ of The Heart of Midlothian. 
Blairmore is a fashionable summer resort on the west side of Loch 
Long, connected with Strone, at the entrance to the Holy Loch, 
by a continuous line of villas. A short distance northward lies 
Ardentinny, picturesquely situated at the foot of Glenfinnart. 

At the head of the Loch is the pleasant seaside resort of Arrochar, 
where in olden times was an important fortress of the Macgregors, 
at one time the residence of the chief of the Macfarlanes. From 
Arrochar to Tarbet on Loch Lomond the distance is only two miles, 
and visitors may sail through the largest of Scotland’s inland lakes, 
and so on to the famous Trossachs. 

Many of these beautiful places are described in the handy 
little volume entitled A Pictorial and Descriptive Guide to Glasgow 
and the Clyde, including the Upper Clyde, the Burns Country, and 
the Isle of Arran, which contains a plan of Glasgow, a map of the 
Clyde and over 40 illustrations, published by Messrs. Ward, Lock 
and Co., Ltd. This guide delegates would find most useful during 
the Conference 


SOME POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 


By a CORRESPONDENT. 


THE recently-appointed Parliamentary Committee to enquire into 
the workings of the Public Libraries Act will be faced by a number 
of problems and it is to be hoped that in their endeavour to over- 
come these they will pay all due attention to the experience of 
those who have in the past administered and who in the future will 
control our library systems—the practical trained librarians. The 
present state of librarianship is such, however, that the Committee 
are no more likely to overlook or ignore professional opinion than 
a similar committee would that of, say, medical men or lawyers. 
It is to be hoped that the average man realises, now, that library 
work is a highly technical specialised matter and that there are 
many elements in library work upon which we alone can be informed 
and upon which our word must have weight. Incidentally, it 
behoves us as a body to know what our united ideals and beliefs 
really are, so that we may not give prominence to wrong impres- 
sions and minority opinions through the lack of a thorough unani- 
mous understanding on our main difficulties. The coming con- 
ference should provide an excellent opportunity for the informal 
discussion between librarians, which is more satisfactory than any 
number of public meetings and conference sessions. 

One point, on which we have already expressed ourselves 
strongly, which will surely be discussed by the committee, is the 
question of placing libraries under the Education Committees. 
Once more we must emphasise our conviction that this would be a 
grave mistake, tending to limit our activities and usefulness. Our 
work comprises all interests and only a very small part could come 
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within the scope of an education committee. It is just this catholic 
factor, the wideness of its appeal, its justly proportioned attention 
to all the needs of the public, which is a strong and widely appre- 
ciated feature of our work. Moreover, on every library committee 
in the country there are men of wide experience, very many of 
whom would refuse to serve under any conditions other than those 
which now hold good. 

Nevertheless we should be open to co-operate in every way 
possible with the Education Committee, though even here we should 
have an undertaking as to the financial questions arising. In many 
ways we could help in the ordinary educational activities of our 
district but are at present deterred by the fear that we would thereby 
incur expenses which should, and could better, be born by the 
Education Committee. The basis of co-operation should, there- 
fore, be an agreement that all library assistance which would other- 
wise have to be provided by the education authorities should be, 
either in part or wholly, financed by them. 

One interesting proposal was made to us the other day. It was 
pointed out that, were libraries to come under the Education 
authorities they would, most likely, be supported in part by the 
state and in part by the local authorities, as are the schools, and 
so on. If libraries are to remain as at present—as we devoutly hope 

the whole burden will continue to be borne by the local authorities. 
Therefore, why should there not be grants in aid of libraries, pre- 
ferably for book purchase purposes? Books are, of course, our 
first need, and yet in many, if not most, towns administrative 
expenses are too heavy to leave more than a very low percentage 
of our income for this purpose. Book purchase grants would be 
of great value, at the present time particularly, when, in most places, 
issues are growing at a faster rate than are stocks. Yet—if we 
have grants we may have to have some form of state control. 
Whether there is any serious objection to this is a matter for con- 
siderable discussion. 


THE LATE HENRY R. TEDDER 
LIBRARIANSHIP has lost a good friend through the passing of Mr. 
Henry Richard Tedder, F.S.A., on the first of August, after a 
painful illness. He was a scholar, a gentleman, a fine librarian, and 
one who was always as ready to help the youngest junior assistant 
in the right pursuit of his studies as he was to assist the main course 
of librarianship by serving on important committees and com- 
missions. 

Born in June, 1850, he began his professional career in 1873 
as Lord Acton’s librarian. In the following year he became assistant 
librarian at the world-known Athenaeum Club in Pall Mall, and two 
years later he was promoted to the librarianship, which office he 
held with distinction for forty-six years, retiring as recently as 
1922. As evidence of the high esteem in which Mr. Tedder was 
held by the members of the Athenzum, it will be recalled that upon 
his retirement he was presented with his portrait done in oils. The 
portrait now occupies a place on the walls of the Club, where it will 
serve as a memorial of his work for all time. 
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Most of us remember Mr. Tedder best for his indefatigable 
work for the Library Association, which ran almost continuously 
from the date of its inception in 1877 down to his death. He was 
the Association’s Joint Honorary Secretary in 1877, and since 1899 

with a break of one year only—he has filled the difficult office of 
Honorary Treasurer with dignity and credit. To realise the very 
true sense in which Mr. Tedder was one of the mainstays of the 
Association in its early days, one has only to turn to the back 
numbers of the publications of the Library Association. He edited 
its transactions, he read papers, he worked hard to reduce cata- 
loguing practice to the science which it is to-day, he presided over 
the deliberations of the Council, and did more by his quiet influence 
than perhaps we realized at the time for the advancement of the 
library movement. 

Nor did Mr. Tedder confine his interest to the parent Associa- 
tion. He attended meetings of the Library Assistants’ Association 
in its early days, and was always ready to give advice to any who 
sought it—as many did—on points regarding bibliographical 
practice or on any point connected with a student's professional! 
education. Some of us remember with pleasure, for instance, his 
lucid explanation of the Anglo-American Cataloguing Code when 
it came out in 1908. 

Reference must be made here to some of the other important 
work which Mr. Tedder found time to engage in. He served on the 
Royal Commission on Public Records from 1910-1919; a keen 
student of history, he was actively interested in work of the Royal 
Historical Society and in the Advanced Historical Teaching Fund, 
and filled the important office of Secretary to Herbert Spencer's 
Trustees. 

It may be truly recorded of him that he gave to his day and 
generation, and especially to the great cause of libraries, a life of 
ungrudging service, that he lent to it a genial manner coupled with 
a great dignity, so that while we mourn a man of whose like we have 
so few that we can ill spare a single one, we yet cherish the pleasantest 
memories of our associations with him. H.A.S, 


THE NEW PROBLEM OF THE JUNIOR 
ASSISTANT 


By Lionet R. McCotvin, Chief Librarian, Ipswich. 


Ir is undoubtedly true that every effort to improve the conditions 
of the majority of any body of men and women will act adversely 
upon a small minority. This is no reason for abstaining from pro- 
gressive measures, but it is a genuine reason why we should, when- 
ever it can be achieved without serious loss, seek to limit as far as 
possible the numbers of those who suffer. For such an instance 
in the field of librarianship I would ask your earnest attention. 

I refer to the Library Association’s very desirable efforts to 
improve the educational qualifications of assistants. It has decided 
to abolish the Preliminary and Elementary Examinations, thus 
closing the door to all juniors who have not received a reasonable 
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school education. Any junior who now undertakes library work 
unless he is provided with the Matriculation or equivalent certificate 
which will enable him to sit for his professional certificates is entering 
a profession in which he cannot hope to succeed. Any committee 
who appoints such a junior is entering upon a grave responsibility, 
and any librarian who neglects to make the situation clear to any 
unqualified candidate is guilty of an unpardonable offence—that of 
leading a youth blindfold into a blind alley occupation. Now this 
action on the part of the Library Association is in all respects 
thoroughly desirable and cannot fail to have a good effect upon 
the status of the profession, though it may also be the source of a 
great danger, to which I will refer later. My first intention is to 
refer to an immediate consequence of the abolition of these examina- 
tions, which is its effect upon the large number of junior assistants 
who will suffer. 

We desire most ardently to keep out of the profession all those 
who are unlikely to make good in it and who will be unable to 
maintain, much less improve, the standard of our work, all those 
whose preliminary general education is inadequate as a foundation 
for specialised professional training, but—what of those who have 
already been admitted? The really unsuitable juniors must, of 
course, be dismissed in the ordinary way, yet there are many who 
are not unsuitable who yet do not possess either the newly-required 
certificates or any of the Association’s professional certificates. 
Must we dismiss them, when they might prove valuable assistants ? 
Must we debar them from training for work in which they might 
well succeed ? We must remember that in the past, when we were 
unable to offer sufficient inducements to the Matriculated, we have 
recruited from the elementary schools, and many—in fact, a large 
majority——of our foremost librarians belonged to this class of junior 
once upon a time. This could be used as an argument against 
insisting upon this educational qualification, but I am not, at 
present, concerned with that argument. I merely wish to point 
out that there are in the library profession many promising juniors 
whose prospects it is proposed to damage and whose possible services 
it is proposed lo lose—those who have commenced work within the 
last two or three years chiefly, with others who, for various reasons, 
have delayed to sit for the professional examinations. Several 
more thoughtful librarians rightly discourage their juniors from 
sitting for the professional examinations when they are too young 
to know whether they are suited for library work. They prefer to 
encourage them to devote their time to such improvement in their 
general education as will serve them in any profession or business. 
Many juniors now ready to embark upon their professional studies 
find, to their dismay, that the way is blocked. It may be remarked, 
in defence of the proposal, that there is nothing to prevent these 
juniors from obtaining the necessary educational certificate. 
Theoretically, of course, there isn’t. Actually, however, any sensible 
man will admit that not 50 per cent. of these junior assistants could 
study for these examinations, and at the same time carry out their 
normal duties as library assistants, without an altogether undue 
strain at a critical period in their lives. Personally, rather than 

















SOME AUTUMN ANNOUNCEMENTS, 1924 


dim DAVIS. By JOHN MASEFIELD. 
rhe first illustrated edition of this book will be issued in the autumn. On its publication it was spoken 
of as an instance of the breaking down of the tradition of consigning the story of adventure to the 
library of the boy. Mr. Masefield’s “ Jim Davis "’ was described and accepted as a literary ace omplish- 


ment 
rhe illustrations in colour are by Meap ScuaArrrer. Large quarto, 6}in. by 9in. Boxed, 18s, net. 


THE BOYS OF WILDCAT RANCH. By HAROLD BINDLOSS. 
Coloured jacket, cloth 68, net. 
DRAGONS AT HOME. By ©. H. MURRAY 


Ray LANKESTER, K.C.B., F.R.S 
Illustrated by drawings based upon the author's own originals. Cloth 5s, net 


CHINNA. By Mrs. HOBART HAMPDEN. Illustrated by RowLanp Wueetwricut. Coloured jacket. 
Cloth 38, net 


UP AND DOWN THE CITY ROADS. By A 


net. Limp cloth 2s, net 
A fascinating account of some of the main features of London Roads, describing the origin of the 


names of many of the streets, the peculiarities, and antiquity of many of the buildings, and the life 
and mind of their inhabitants during many centuries 


ANIMAL GEOGRAPHY. By W. P. PYCRAPFT, r.v.s., F.z.s. Cloth boards 28, 64. net. Limp cloth 2s, net 
Mr. Pycraft, one of the greatest authorities on his subject, was always a pioneer in this kind of regional 
The book is fully illustrated with both maps and pictures of the animals treated. 


Written and Illustrated by H. W. WHANSLAW Author of “* Every- 


CHAPMAN. With an Introduction by Sir E. 


4. METHLEY, F.x.G.s. Illustrated. Cloth boards 28, 64. 


natural history 


THE BANKSIDE STAGE BOOK. 
bedy’s Theatre.”’ Cloth 8s, net. 
This volume will contain full directions for making a model Elizabethan stage, so as toenable producers 
to study, with dummy figures, the most suitable grouping of the characters. It also affords the pleasure 
of miniature construction in an interesting and inexpensive manner, and gives numerous hints as to 


materials and expedience 


WELLS GARDNER, DARTON & CO, LTD., 
3 & 4 Paternoster Buildings, London, E.C.4. 





Telephone 484 Established over 60 years. colegreme Wigan 


- STARR’S 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


One Quality Only—_—The Best. 





PALL OUR LIBRARY WORK IS HAND-SEWN 
AND HAS SPLIT BOARDS. 











MAGAZINE CASES. BOOK BUYING & BINDING REGISTERS 


J. STARR & SONS, L?. 


Dawber Street Works, 


Also at WALLGATE. WIGAN, Lancs. 


Wholesale Warehouse, ROWBOTTOM SQUARE. 























64 Tue Lisrary Worip 


msist that a promising junior should do this I would in his case 
dispense with the L.A. certificates altogether, yet this would not 
remove his disadvantage when he sought positions elsewhere. 
Seriously, this proposal is very unjust to all these juniors—-and 
it can be made just, as | will shortly show. 

So much for the junior himself—-what about the library 
authorities ? They may be faced by three situations. Firstly, must 
they dismiss assistants whom they would otherwise most certainly 
retain? Secondly, if the number of such juniors on a particular 
staff is at all large their dismissal would seriously endanger the 
administration of the library and, thus, the Committee would have 
to choose between action to the advantage of the assistants or to 
advantage of the public. Thirdly, if the Committee retains these 
juniors is it acting fairly to those who are, or can become, pro- 
fessionally qualified ? 

The above is surely sufficient argument in favour of the follow- 
ing proposal, or of some similar suggestion. It is urged that, in 
order to minimise the disadvantages of the Association's decision 
without limiting its good intentions, a// juniors who are at present 
on the staff of a public library shall be allowed to sit Jor Preliminary 
and Elementary examinations if any are held in fuiure, and if none 
are held, they should be permitted to sit for the sectional examinations 
without passed them previously. The Association's decision as to 
educational standards would apply to all appointments made aftet 
the present date, and all committees should be urged to consider 
carefully the exact implications of the new requirements. This 
proposal is so patently fair, desirable and practicable that it is not 
too much to hope that all members of the Association will urge its 
acceptance. 

The danger to which I referred before is that if qualification 
is made difficult it is likely to become not more general but /ess 
frequent. In that desire to improve the educational status of the 
profession the Association might be most effectively lowering it. 
his is not the place to deal with this question. It must be realised, 
however, that if this danger is to be avoided the wholehearted 
support of all is required and such support cannot be expected if 
there exists any gross injustice like that with which I have dealt. 


MEMORANDUM ON OBLITERATING RACING 
NEWS IN THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


(1) This question was raised by Mr. George Ballantine, 19, 
Marchmont Crescent. Reports from the newsroom keepers indicate 
that readers of racing news have been a nuisance to other readers. 
The Committee remitted it to the Librarian to experiment in 
blacking-out racing news for a month and to report. 

(2) A newsroom is used legitimately for two purposes. It is 
the resort of a large number of the citizens, who visit it to read the 
newspapers and the numerous general periodicals which are pro- 
vided for them. In the winter it is much used for this purpose. 
As an adjunct to the reference library it is very frequently visited 
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by people who find in their own newspaper notices of articles printed 
in other papers, and come to read them in the newsroom. This 
reference function is so useful to the public that the previous day’s 
issues of some newspapers much in request are displayed as well 
as the current issues ; while the back numbers of all papers are filed. 

(3) Observation revealed that the use of the newsroom for 
these purposes was hardly possible at certain times, because readers 
of racing news monopolized the newspapers. Other sporting news 
creates no nuisance. Readers of racing news become a nuisance 
because they desire to see the “ selections ’’ of all the papers for 
comparison, and they desire to see them quickly. The facility with 
which they may compare news and “ selections "’ makes the news- 
room particularly advantageous (as they think) to them. If a man 
is interested in racing as a sport, one paper will be enough for him ; 
if he is a betting man the more papers he sees the better. Obstruc- 
tion continues during the greater part of the day. Some men who 
frequent the newsroom for the racing news read very slowly, and 
they must stand at the papers for a long time to plod through 
five, six, or seven columns of racing matter. They will devote the 
greater part of the morning reading one paper after another. So 
that they may be at hand to read the London papers as soon as 
they are put up (about 3.30) they loiter on the library staircase ; 
if moved on, they still remain within the precincts of the library. 
The London papers will keep them engaged until the late Edinburgh 
papers arrive. The Committee will readily understand that a few 
such men will hinder seriously the use of the room by other people. 
Any attempt to stop the nuisance by moving the men on leads to 
charges that the newsroom keepers are exceeding their power under 
the byelaws ; as they are, because these men are ordetly enough. 
They are a nuisance simply because they monopolize the papers 
Obstruction has become worse in recent years. 

(4) As the Committee are reluctant to act as censors of the 
press, | have experimented in diminishing the nuisance without 
wholly banning racing news. One English provincial paper, which 
arrives at 10 a.m., does not publish racing news; complaints of 
obstruction at it are not received. Another English provincial 
newspaper, which artives at 9 a.m., contains long accounts of 
racing, and complaints of obstruction at it are frequent. These 
facts suggested that a feasible remedy for the nuisance was to obliter- 
ate the racing news in about half the newspapers, leaving the other 
papers untouched. This practice (1) reserves half the papers for 
those not interested in racing news : and (2) makes the room less 
useful to men comparing racing news for betting purposes. If the 
annoyance continues it might be necessary to extend the list of 
papers which are curtailed. A list of the papers which are treated, 
and of those which are not, is posted just inside the newsroom. 
Where duplicate papers are taken, one copy has the racing news 
obliterated, and the other has not. 

(5) Since June 23rd, when this experiment was begun, the 
craving for racing news has ceased to be a nuisance ; and it is clear 
that people who are not interested in racing news have now a better 
opportunity of reading the papers. Many readers have expressed 
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approval of the change, and no complaint from readers of racing 
news has reached me. [am of opinion that the present experiment 
should be continued for six months longer ; and should also be tried 
at the branch libraries during that period. 

ERNEST A. SAVAGE. 
Edinburgh Public Libraries. 
July 26th, 1924. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DEAR ERATOSTHENES, 

I read your ingenious and loquacious letter in the last number 
of The Library World with some admiration for your versatility 
of mind, but not much for your logic. I think you proved in con- 
nection with The Evening News that the writer therein had failed 
to understand the statistics of libraries, but if the reading of fiction 
from public libraries is an argument against them I think the 
writer proved his point that there was too much of it. The stupidity 
lies in the suggestion that fiction is not desirable. Again, in the 
figures for the reference libraries of London that you give, the total 
increase in their use is only 27,000 in ten years. That is incredibly 
small, and makes one enquire if the municipal reference libraries 
of London are being conducted properly. | want you to think over 
this question and to give me your views. 

Apart from London, during my holidays | have been into one 
or two provincial reference libraries in the north of England. All 
I can say about them is that it is simply a miracle in my mind that 
the municipalities support them at all, for more gloomy (sometimes 
dirty) and unattractive places | have never seen in my life. 
Retrenchment upon paint is one of the very worst forms of absurdity. 
I refrain from giving names as I do not desire to give any personal 
offence. 

LODGINGS. 

The prime question in connection with the Glasgow Conference 
for many of us has surely been, “‘ Where shall we sleep?’ It is 
true that in The Record there appeared an attractive and formidable 
list of hotels with their charges. The ominous warning on that 
list that rooms should be booked at once as accommodation might 
be limited was only too well justified. Some of us have been refused 
at three or four hotels already. It is really amazing how bad, com- 
pared with continental towns, is the hotel accommodation of great 
British cities. I suppose our home life is so perfect that we do not 
need hotels. We certainly have not yet learned to provide them in 
sufficient quantities, or to run them very effectively. However, 
| am hoping that we shall find a convenient railway arch or cabmen’s 
shelter—if they have such things in Glasgow—under which we 
can roost in the intervals of our intellectual wrestlings. 

Tue Ciry oF St. Munco 
is very unfamiliar to me. Some people think it a fascinating city, 
and it certainly has fine public institutions and is conveniently 
placed for picturesque excursions to the Highlands or dow. the 
Clyde. It also, as everybody knows, possesses the finest dialect in 
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Scotland, a dialect usually quite ununderstandable to the average 
Sassenach. Once for our sins a Chairman of the Library Association 
Council came out of Glasgow who spake this strange tongue. 

Seriously, the Conference should be one of our most effective. 
Glasgow, although it came comparatively very late into the public 
library field, has a fine system of libraries founded and developed 
by one of our soundest and most affectionately-remembered pioneers, 
Francis T. Barrett ; and the Mitchell Library itself competes with 
the finest libraries in England for priority of place. What is more 
important in the eyes of constructive librarians is the organization 
work which Mr. Pitt has done during his Chief Librarianship. 
There is probably no better handled library machine in existence. 
The methods of staff control and co-ordination, and the regularity 
of public service have been explained to me by expert judges as 
unique. It is not often that one can say this of a town in which 
a Conference is held, although one can generally be appreciative. 


THe PROGRAMM! 
of papers is a full, and, it would seem, very satisfactory one. From 
my own point of view the outstanding papers will be those of 
Dr. Bishop, Dr. De on Johnston and Mr. Savage. It will be 
something to hear the first-named on the buildings of great American 
libraries. We want our people to hear in public what the attitude 
of the American citizen is towards what they regard in most towns 
as their principal public buildings. Dr. Johnston should be quite 
interesting on the problem of international librarianship. He has 
conducted the remarkable experiment of the American Library 
in Paris for some years now with conspicuous success. With 
regard to Mr. Savage, as you suggest in your last letter, he is one 
of the best minds in the profession, and when he does write— 
which is far too infrequently for my liking—he is well worth listening 
to. He might retort that his infrequency is the reason of his interest. 
1 do not pretend to say. 

One Micut GRous! 
at the appearance year after year of certain names on the programme 
of the Annual Meeting. I will not specify what nimes tiese are, 
as any reader glancing at the provisional programme will under- 
stand me. One of these, unfortunately, is a gentleman who for 
the past few years, while endeavouring (and succeeding) to do one 
excellent work, has been going about the country giving a false 
impression of the cost of what he calls borough libraries, which 
has done a very great deal of mischief. However, there are other 
reasons why he is entitled to be heard again, and my grouse is a 
very mild one 
THe PROBLEM OF THE Hour 

is the new commission or committee which Mr. Trevelyan has 
promised to inquire into the working f-public libraries. In impor 
tant speeches at the Conference on Adult Education and Imperial 
Studies at Wembley on May 29th, and his more recent speech at 
the Coming-of-Age Conference of the W.E.A. at Oxford, he laid 
special stress on libraries, and in the second of these speeches said 
that within a few weeks he would be appointing the committee. 
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Messrs. Macdonald and Evans call the attention of Librarians to the 
following books, which they venture to think are eminently suitable for 
consideration :— 

LEGACY OF THE ANCIENT WORLD. By W. G. be Burcu, 
M.A. Demy 8vo, 462 pp. Price 15s. net. 

THE POULTRY MANUAL: A Complete Guide for the Breeder 
and Exhibitor. By the Rev. T. W. StrurGes, M.A. Demy 
8vo, #90 pp. 49 Illustrations. Price 12s. 6d. net. Fourth 
Edition. 

MECHANICAL ROAD TRANSPORT. By ©. G. ConrApl. 
Demy 8vo, 394 pp. 188 Illustrations. Price 21s. net. 

ENGINEERING STEELS. By Dr. Lesiie Atrcuison. Demy 
8vo, 348 pp. 120 Illustrations. Price 25s. net. 

ACCOUNTING. By L. C. Cropper, F.C.A. Demy 8vo, 1,078 pp. 
Price 21s. net. 

All the above, with others to be announced in subsequent issues, will 
be exhibited at the Publishers’ Exhibition, Library Conference, 
Glasgow. Write for Ca alogue for fuller particulars and extracts from 
Reviews 
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The public library, he said, was improving, but it was “ patchy.” 
That is a very good description. I understand that the Library 
Association will make urgent representations to Mr. Trevelyan 
that a committee on libraries should include librarians and not 
consist mainly of educationists or journalists who do not under- 
stand the problem but think they do. The whole position bristles 
with interest, and will be watched with great care by all of us. 
“ UnarM, Eros; Tue LonG Day's Task Is Done.” 

This Conference will differ from every other in my recollection 
in one most important particular: Mr. Tedder will not be there. 
It is now forty-seven years since he helped to found the Library 
Association, and in spite of all the ups and downs that such an 
Association goes through, and changes of policy and of personalities, 
he has been constant and sincere in our service. There will be other 
opportunities for expressing our sorrow and appreciation. To some 
of us he represented the Library Association in a very special way. 
He stood for its importance and its dignity, and in some sense for 
its reticence. This last fact makes me reticent of speech now. He 
would not care for unrestrained eulogy from anyone. I will not say 
more now: his loss is too recent and too great. For me and for 
you, however, no future Conference will be quite the same. 

Vale ! CALLIMACHUS. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsihle for the opinions of the 
writers of ‘ LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 


LIBRARY NEWS 


Great progress and important extensions have been made at 
BARKING Public Libraries since the days of its first opening in 
1889 when it possessed only 700 volumes and a borrowers’ list of 
half that number. In 1894 the library was transferred to the 
public offices and shortly after that still further accommodation 
was required for its ever-increasing activities. In the year ending 
March, 1924, the tssues from the lending department, exclusive 
of juvenile literature, reached the total of 93,611 volumes, the 
highest on record, and a 54 per cent. increase over the figure for 
the preceding year. The number of books lent to children for 
home reading was 36,620, being an increase of 65 per cent. over the 
preceding year. With the progress made further accommodation 
became imperative. 

The question of the provision of a new library had been under 
consideration by the Council and the Library Committee—of 
which Councillor H. R. Pine is chairman and Mr. A. L. Binns secre- 
tary—for several years past. A promise was received from the 
Carnegie United Kingdom Trust of a grant of £6,600 towards the 
cost of providing the building. An excellent site was secured in 
Ripple Road, and building was commenced in May, 1923. 

The New Public Library was officially opened on July 10th by 
the Bishop of Durham. Councillor D. P. Bloomfield, J.P.. Chair- 
man of the Council, conducted the proceedings, supported by a 
large number of his colleagues and other leading residents of the 
town and district. 
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We learn from the Yorkshire Post that ‘‘A distinguished medical 
man, who wishes to remain anonymous for the present, has given 
to the Wigan Public Libraries Committee, of which the Earl of 
Crawford is chairman, an endowment fund of £400 stock, bearing 
5 per cent. interest, the annual income of which is to be utilised 
for the purchase of important medical works for the Reference 
department in the Central Library.” The report goes on to state 
that the Wican Public Library is regarded as one of the finest 
in the provinces. We knew that this applied to almost every pro- 
vincial public library, but it is the first time we remember it being 
said about Wigan. However, now that it is to have £20 worth of 
medical books added to its shelves each year, there is some hope 
for it. 


UNIVERSITY NEWS 


Tue following awards have been made at University College :-— 
Facutty oF Arts (ScHoot OF LIBRARIANSHIP) :—MacAlister 
Prize, P. B. James; Directors’ Prize, Margaret S. Demchevsky. 

Diplomas in Librarianship have been obtained by :—Lilian 
R. Andrews, Aileen L. Ashford, C. C. Barnard, Eileen H. Colwell, 
Monica M. F. Coode-Adams, Hilda M. Garnham, C. J. Hindle, 
Florence O. Hitchcock, P. B. James, Agnes M. Jones, May B. Lord, 
H. G. Haggs, S. A. J. Moorat, J. H. P. Pafford, Ronwen Stock, 
C. H. Waite. 

Entrance Exhibition: Jessie L. Waller, P. B. James (renewed 
for third year). 








PERSONAL NOTES 


Miss F. Critchley and Miss A. M. Gilliland, both of Birkenhead 
Public Libraries, were unfortunately described as of Liverpool 
in our list of successful candidates of the Library Association 
Examination, Section IV. 

H. W. Elliott, Sub-Librarian, Warrington, appointed County 
Librarian of Dorsetshire. Salary, £300. 

C. G. Foskett, Senior Assistant, Watford, to be Second Assistant, 
Stoke Newington. Salary, £150 to £200 by £12 10s. annual incre- 
ments. Other selected candidates were Messrs. A. W. Everard 
(Hammersmith), N. V. Mannakee (Tottenham), and W. J. Wood 
(Hornsey). 

Mr. K. G. Hunt, B.A. (Hons.), London, Sub-Librarian, Wood 
Green, to be Senior Assistant, Tottenham. 

Mr. S. Kirby, F.L.A., Chief Assistant, Tottenham, to be Sub- 
Librarian, Chelsea. 

Mr. Cecil Leath, of the Newcastle Public Libraries, has been 
appointed Sub-Librarian of the Leigh Public Library, Lancashire. 

Mr. R. E. Lyde, of the Reference Department of the Newcastle 
Public Libtaries, has been appointed. Deputy-Librarian of the 
Cheltenham Public Library. 
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Mr. H. E. Roser, Senior Assistant, Tottenham, to be Chief 
Assistant, Tottenham. 

R. C. Sayell, promoted to Senior Assistant, Watford, conse- 
quent on the resignation of C. G. Foskett. Salary, £90 to £150 
at £10 annual increments. 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The results of the election of Council for 1924-25 are as follows: 
LONDON COUNCILLORS. 








ELECTED. 

W.B.Thorne - - - 284 G. P. Jones, B.A. - - 241 
B. Kettle - - - 282 G. H. Palmer, B.A. - - 224 
J. H. Quinn : - - 279 A. G. Burt - - - 211 
A. Esdaile, M.A. - - 255 C. R. Sanderson - - 207 
.D. Stewart - - - 248 E. A. Baker, D.Litt - - 204 
V. R. B. Prideaux, B.A. - 245 B. H. Headicar - - - 198 

Not ELEectTepD. 
J. Walker + - - 185 W.H. Parker - ° - 122 

COUNTRY COUNCILLORS. 
ELECTED. 

E. A. Savage - - 308 Miss K. E. Pierce - - 226 
W.A. Briscoe - - 283 J. W. Singleton - - - 222 
G. E. Roebuck - - 269 A. Sparke - - - 215 
W.C. B. Sayers - - 267 R. Ashton - - - 28 
G. A. Stephen - - - 258 T. W. Hand - - - 208 
B. Anderton, M.A - - 256 C. Riddle - - - 203 
Jj. Hutt,M.A. - - - 251 E. W. Green - - - 197 
H. Farr - : - 245 L.A. Taylor - - - 187 
H. Tapley-Soper, F.S.A. - 241 J. Pomfret - - - 182 
H. D. Roberts - - - 233 Jj. W. C. Purves - - 182 

Not ELEcrTepD. 
W. Wilson - - - 180 H. H. Cashmore - - 160 
Miss M. Gilbert - - - 161 H.A. Sharpe - - - 106 

H. E. TWENTYMAN, 

August Ist, 1924. Sorutineer. 

REVIEWS 

REPORTS 


ACCRINGTON.—23rd Annual Report, 1924. Borough Librarian, 
John W. Singleton. Population, 43,610. Rate in {, 2.81d. Stock: 
Lending, 23,282; Reference, 5,984. Issues, 173,398. 1 Delivery 
Station. 

Special mention must be made of the work amongst the children. The 
children’s rooms have been improved and greater use has been made of facilities 
therein. 38,908 books were issued to juvenile readers, while the School 
Libraries lent out 46,364. The total issues for the whole of the libraries were 
the highest on record. 

BuRNLEY.—10th Annual Report, 1924. Librarian, W. Bramley 
Coupland, F.L.A. Population, 103,600. Stock: Lending, 
19,870; Reference, 3,500. Issues: Lending, 238,247; Ref- 
erence, 23,442; School Libraries, 11,698. Borrowers, 7,921. 

The question of extending the work of the libraries has been engaging 
the attention of the Committee for some considerable time and the construc- 
tion of a new central building will be commenced shortly, while the new 
Branch Library will be ready for opening within the next few weeks. 
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CHELTENHAM. — rt for two years ended March 3ist, 1924 
Librarian and poet D. W. Herdman. Population, 48,444. 
Rate: for Library Purposes, 13d.; for Art Gallery and Museum, 

. Total Income, £2,400. Stock: Lending, 16,818; Reference, 
27,109 ; Children’s Library, 1,908. Issues for year ending March, 
1924: Lending, 122,003; Reference, 51,310 ; Children’s Library, 
20,347. Borrowers, 5,460. 

Many valuable and highly interesting additions were made to the Art 

Gallery and Museum, notably the Berkeley Smith loan collection of Chinese 

in. The record number of 37,234 visitors to these two popular institu - 
tions was reached, while the various exhibitions were largely attended. 

SHEFFIELD.—67th Annual Report, 1923-1924. Chief Librarian, 
R. J. Gordon. Population, 524,200. Rate in {, 2.28d. Income, 
£21,772. Issues, 1,338,019. Borrowers, 52,208. Branches, 8. 

The report shows huge increases in the issues and very highly satisfactory 

ess in the work of all departments of the libraries. 123,367 vols. were 
issued in excess of last year’s totals, while 13,755 more borrowers were regis- 
tered. The problem of expansion is, indeed, a real one and one which it is 
hoped will be solved in the very near future. 


SMETHWICK.—48th Annual Report, 1924. Borough Librarian, 
H. Percy Marshall. Population, 78,140. Rate in £, 2.59d. 
Income, £3,284. Stock: Lending, 16,109; Reference, 1,985. 
Issues, 214,136. Borrowers, 7,540. 

The increase in the number of borrowers and the large increase of 28,093 
in the issues is largely assigned to the freedom of choice offered by “ open 
access."" The Juvenile Department has just been “ converted’’ and the 
results of six months’ working amply justify the labour and expense of the 
undertaking. Plans for a new branch have been approved. The largest 
issues since the foundation of the library were recorded last year. 


PUBLICATIONS. 
Coventry Public Libraries.—Readers’ Bulletin. Vol. 2. No. 4. 
July-August, 1924. 

Sir J. M. Barrie, of whom an excellent portrait is published, forms the 
subject of the third article on ‘‘Some Famous Writers.’’ A bibliography of 
the works of Barrie, a special list of books on Accountancy, Bookkeeping, etc., 
and a list of additions to the libraries are also given. A highly interesting 
series of Library Lectures have been arranged for the coming winter months. 


Finssury Public Libraries.—Quarterly Guide for Readers, July, 
1924. 

The Annual Report is published in this number of the ‘‘ Guide.’ During 
the year 203,351 books were issued, showing an increase of 12,246 over the 
previous year. The total stock numbers 45,525 vols., an increase of 1,732. 
8,866 borrowers are istered. A note of local interest is the discussion 
on the “ Preservation of the Site of the Historic Clerks’ Wells,’’ from which 
the name of the parish of Clo-kenwell is derived. 


GATESHEAD Library Record, No. 28, March-June, 1924. 

The chief feature of this issue is the article, ‘‘ Through the Churchyard 
Gates,"’ dealing with local history and topography. A list of three months’ 
additions is published. 

GENERAL. 


Lees-Smith (H. B.) A GuipE To PARLIAMENTARY AND OFFICIAL 
Papers. 4to, pp. 24. London, Humphrey Milford, 1924. 2s. net. 
To most students Parliamentary Pa present a labyrinth which they 
are apt to try and avoid. Mr. Lees-Smith has here provided a key to the 
labyrinth which will save the patience and temper of all who use it. 
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Nottage (W. H.) THe CALCULATION AND MEASUREMENT OF INDUC- 
TANCE AND Capacity. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 224. The 
Wireless Press, 1924. 7s. 6d. 


Taggart-Scott (J.) TaeRmionic TuBES IN RapIO TELEGRAPHY AND 
TELEPHONY. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xxiv., 470. London Wireless 
Press, 1924. 15s. 


Fleming (J. A.) THe THERMIONIC VaLvE. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 
438. The Wireless Press, 1924. 15s. 

These three works are in each case the second edition in which corrections 
and revisions have been carefully attended to so that the books are now 
thoroughly up-to-date, which enables students and others interested in the 
subject to be fully conversant with the latest development 


Meller (Walter Clifford) A Knicut’s Lire IN THE Days or CHIVALRY. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 300. Werner Laurie, 1924. 30s. net. 
France was the country par excellence in which chivalry flourished and 

the author has done the students a great service by drawing certain portions 
of his material from books difficult to obtain in the usual libraries and often 
translated from the old French. An enormous amount of research has gone 
to the making of this description of the career of a knight in the Middle Ages. 


Maddison (Ivy) Ripinc AstRIpE FoR GIRLS. Demy 8vo, cloth. 
Illustrated. Pp. 254. Hutchinson, 1924. 16s. net. 
The author has a wide experience in the Ring and in the Field. Each 
omy of riding, from preliminary methods to hunting and the show ring, is 
ully explained. The work should form a standard manual on the subject 
and also be widely welcomed by all horse-lovers. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

Leavitt (Sturgis E.) AnGentIne Literature : A Bibliography of 
Literary Criticism, Biography and Literary Controversy. Chapel 
Hill, N.C., University of North Carolina. London, Humphrey 
Milford, 1924. 7s. net. 


A useful and inclusive bibliography which indexes articles in periodicals 
as wellas books. Anindex of names is appended. 


Symons (A. J. A.) A BrsLiocrapny of the First Editions of Books 
by William Butler Yeats. pp. viii. 46. London: First Edition 
Club, 1924. 

Another and a very excellent contribution to the bibliography of modern 
authors. Every detailis given to enable acollector to identify all the “ points.” 
The British Museum press mark is given in all cases where there is a copy 
in that collection. It is regrettabie to notice that several are wanting from 
the National Library. It is also curious that of the Countess Kathleen issued 
in 1892 by Fisher Unwin the British Museum has no copy of the Japanese 
vellum edition to which it is entitled by the Copyright Act. The same remarks 
apply to the vellum copies of Cathleen ni Houlihan issued by A. H. Bullen 
in 1902. 

Eason (Alec. B.) WHERE TO SEEK FOR SCIENTIFIC Facts. 8vo, 
pp. 42.6. London: S. Rentell & Co., 1924. Is. net. 

Mr. Eason has produced a very useful little introduction to bibliographical 
research in scientific fields. It is evident that he has required information on 
some exceedingly minute points and the general bibliographies with their 
large subject headings have not been sufficiently analytical for his purpose. 
Then again he has encountered the difficulty of obtaining up-to-date biblio- 
graphical information. There is no doubt that these two problems form the 
crux in bibliographical research. Mr. Eason has put together a list of the 
main bibliographical tools in handy form and has suggested lines of research 
that will be of considerable use to students. 
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PUBLISHERS’ EXHIBITION AT GLASGOW 


The books which are here noted will be available for inspection at 
Messrs. Grajton and Co.'s Stand at the Exhibition to be held 
in connection with the Library Association Conference at St. 
Andrew's Hall, Glasgow. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


Lydenberg (Harry Miller) Joun SHAw BILLINGS, creator of the 
National Medical Library and its Catalogue. First Director of 
New York Public Library. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 96. A.L.A.; Lon- 
don: Grafton and Co., 1924. 12s. 6d. net. 

This volume begins the first of a series on American Library Pioneers, 
and it may well be said that Dr. Billings was essentially a Pioneer. His work 
on the Surgeon General’s Library resulted in the most complete catalogue 
of a library ever compiled and his administration of the New York Public 
Library left it one of the greatest libraries in the world. 


Reece (Ernest J.) Some PosstBLE DEVELOPMENTS IN LIBRARY 
EpucaTion. 4to, paper, pp. 26. A.L.A.; London: Grafton and 

o., 1924. 1s. 3d. net. 

The author of this pamphlet, who is the principal of the Library School 
of the New York Public Library, is eminently qualified to deal with the future 
developments of library education. His proposal should be before all interested 
in the administration of Library Schools in this country. 


Shepard (Frederick J.) INDEX To ILLUSTRATIONS. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 90. A.L.A.; London: Grafton and Co., 1924. 5s. net. 

This volume shows the beginning of an idea which may lead to considerable 
developments on Index Illustrations in books that are in most Public Libraries, 
at any rate in America, and it will be found of considerable use to Reference 
Libraries even in its present preliminary form. 

Walter (Frank K.) PERIODICALS FOR THE SMALL LIBRARY. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 90. A.L.A.; London: Grafton and Co., 1924. 3s. 9d. 
net. 

A useful handbook, including list of periodicals for Public School and 
small College Libraries with special chapters on technical periodicals, periodical 
indexes and newspapers, and also some very useful hints on reference use, 
binding and subscriptions. 

Books FOR THE HicH Scuoor Liprary. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 280. 
A.L.A.; London: Grafton and Co., 1924. 9s. net. 

This volume has been prepared by a joint committee of the Central Library 
Department of the National Education Association and of the Central Library 
Section of the American Library Association. It includes a selection of standard 
books for High School Libraries which will be found of considerable value. 
They are classified under the main classes of the Dewey system, with Author, 
Subject and Title index and a directory of publishers. 


GENERAL. 


Wittels (Fritz) Sicmunp Freup: His Personality, His Teaching 
and His School. Translated by Eden and Cedar Paul. Demy 
8vo, cloth, pp. 288. Allen and Unwin, 1924. 10s. 6d. net. 

Freud's writings have obtained such widespread reading that a translation 
of the biography written in German by Eden and Cedar Paul is bound to be 
welcomed by his English followers as no biography has hitherto been available 
for them. The volume also contains special chapters devoted to Adler, who 
was one of the ablest of his pupils, also Jung and Stekel. The main elements 
of psychoanalytical theory are dealt with from both the historical and critical 
points of view. 
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Watson (John B.) PsycHoLocy from the Standpoint of a Behaviorist. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xviii., 448. Lippincott, 1924. 12s. 6d. net. 

A study from a comparatively new point of view of Modern Psychology, 
based, however, on more scientific investigations than many books on this 
subject. This is the second edition. 

Borders (J. van Walré de Bordes) THE AustRIAN Crown, its De- 
preciation and Stabilization, with a foreword by Sir Henry 
Strakosch. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 252. King, 1924. 15s. net. 

One of the most interesting episodes in the after-war reconstruction of 
Europe is dealt with in this volume. The Austrian currency followed the lead 
of the German mark and had almost gone out of sight. The whole problem 
was tackled by the League of Nations and Austrian Currency placed on a 
stabilized basis. 

Tue Pusiic ScHoots YEAR Book. The Official Book of Reference 
of the Headmasters’ Conference. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xxxii., 860. 
Deane and Sons, 1924. 10s. 6d. net. 

The 35th issue of this Year Book has been brought well up to date and 
included everything that anyone can wish to know about the Public Schools 
of this country, including even a bibliography. 

Thomas (S. Evelyn) THe PRINCIPLES AND ARITHMETIC OF FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 274. Macdonald and 
Evans, 1923. Second Edition. 7s. 6d. net. 

An introduction to the theoretical and practical aspects of Foreign 
Exchange primarily for the use of students taking the examinations for the 
Institute of Bankers, but there is no doubt that the book will prove exceed- 
ingly useful to the large number of people who are now actively engaged in 
handling Foreign Exchange. ” 

Baudouin (Charles) and Lestchinsky (A.) THE INNER DISCIPLINE. 
Translated from the French by Eden and Cedar Paul. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 230. Allen and Unwin, 1924. 7s. 6d. net. 

A treatise on psychotherapeutics which deals with the general methods 
of mind cure which run through the various forms of Buddhism, Christianity 
and Classical Philosophy, and in its second part a considerable number of 
practical suggestions for the use of the ‘‘ New Psychology ’’ appear. 
Osborne (Thomas Mott) Prisons aNnpD ComMMON SENSE. Cr. 8vo, 

cloth, pp. 106. Lippincott, 1924. 6s. net. 

After the bandit is caught, what is to be done with him ? No one, perhaps, 
knows more about prisoners and their keeping than Mr. Osborne. In this 
volume he sketches his ideal of a rational conduct of prisons, and describes the 
operation of the Mutual Welfare League at Auburn, Sing Sing and the Naval 
Prison at Portsmouth. 

Lascelles (E. C. P.) and Bullock (S. S.) Dock LaBour anv DeE- 
CASUALISATION. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 202. King, 1924. 
10s. 6d. net. 

The restatement of the problem still unsolved of casual labour at the 
docks. A useful volume, with full details, statistical tables and a bibliography. 
THE SCHOOLMASTERS’ YEAR Book AND EpucATIONAL DIRECTORY. 

Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xcix., 222. Deane and Sons, 1924. 35s. net. 

The nineteenth edition of this valuable year book, containing general 
information concerning Secondary Education. The Directory contains the 
names of over 16,000 School Masters, Professors, Lecturers and others con- 
nected with Secondary Education, and a list of over 16,000 Schools, with details 
of Staff, Fees, number of Pupils, etc. 

Marsh (Agnes L.), Marsh (Lucile) Tae DaNcE In EpucaTion. 4to, 
cloth, pp. xxx., 224. Barnes, 1924. 30s. net. 

A book on the Dance that for the first time defines the place of the dance 
in our modern educational programme. Dancing as here taught is not merely 
physical exercise ; it is a great art and an educational medium that correlates 
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with all other subjects of the curriculum. In this volume the dance is given 

intellectual, moral and spiritual significance. This New Method is very fully 

ined in the chapter called Method of Presentation, and is clearly illustrated 
in the plans that follow. The music, illustrations and entire get-up of the book 
make this an exceedingly valuable addition, at a reasonable price, to the 
literature on this subject. There is also a bibliography. 

Conradi (Charles Guthrie) MecHanicaL Roap Transport. Demy 
8vo, cloth, pp. xviii., 394. Macdonald and Evans, 1924. 21s. net. 

A practical book dealing with every form of Mechanical Road Transport. 
including steam, petrol, electricity and electric vehicles, also trams and ‘buses. 
The Acts of Parliament dealing with the use of motor vehicles on roads are 
included and a bibliography, list of specifications and Government publications 
are appended. 

Twain (Mark) Mark Twatn’s AvutopioGRaPny. Introduction by 
Albert Bigelow Paine. Cloth, large 8vo. Two vols., boxed. demy 
Photogravure frontispieces. Harper & Bros., 1924. 42s. net. 

This extraordinary book, the autobiography of one of the great masters 
of literature, was dictated at intervals over a long period of years, Always, 
when the hour came for Mark Twain to go on with the dictation, he chose as 
his subject whatever was most interesting to him at the moment, regardless 
of chronological order. He chose this haphazard method of writing because 
he believed it was the proper one for an autobiography. 

Anecdotes, humorous and serious; reminiscences of his mother, his 
daughter Susie, his boyhood days in Missouri; chronicles of his friendships 
with all manner of men, from General Grant and President Cleveland to his 
Irish coachman and the unfamed intimates of his vagabond youth; bold 
expressions of opinion on every sort of topic—all are here, forming an inex- 
haustible mine of entertainment, amusement, and delight. Utter frankness 
is an outstanding characteristic of the book. Mark Twain knew it would not 
be published till long after his death, and threw aside reserve. 

Tue Rererence CATaLoGcue of Current Literature and an Index 
containing about Three Hundred Thousand References. Demy 
8vo, cloth, pp. xIviii., 1,384. Whitaker and Sons, 1924. £3 net. 

The new issue of the Reference Catalogue of current literature contains 
the lists of no less than 260 publishers, which is an increase of 45 on the last 
issue. The Index, which in the last issue in 1920 occupied 1,075 pages and 
contained 200,000 entries, now extends to 1,384 pages and contains 300,000 
entries. Including as it does the whole of the books in print, and indexing 
them under Author, Title, and in many cases under Subject, the work forms 
an absolutely indispensable reference book for all librarians, booksellers and 
bookmen generally. Please come and inspect this monumental work at 
The Library World stall. 

Barthelemy (Joseph) THe GoveRNMENT OF FrRaNcE. Authorised 
Translation by J. Bayard Morris. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 222. Allen 
and Unwin, 1924. 6s. net. 

France to-day is without doubt the most important State in the Continent 
of Europe, and it would be well if all students of Political Science and Govern- 
ment in general were to read this book with a view to obtaining a real grasp 
of the constitutional organisation of the general administration of that country. 
Wilson (Woodrow) THe EpucationaL, LITERARY AND PUBLIC 

Parers OF WoopRow Witson. Edited by Ray Stannard Baker 

and William E. Dodd. To be published 2 vols. at a time, each 

unit complete in itself. Price: complete set before sub., £4 4s. 
net; per unit (2 vols.), before sub., £1 10s. net ; complete set 
after sub., {5 net; per unit (2 vols.), after sub., {1 13s. 6d. net. 

COLLEGE AND STATE (1875-1913). Cloth, roy. 8vo. Frontispiece. 

First 2 vols. Harper & Bros., 1924. 

These two magnificent volumes will form a part of the authorized six- 
volume edition of President Wilson's Public Papers. 
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They include striking public addresses which he made as President of 
Princeton and as Governor, remarkable magazine articles and essays, and 
other i t material, most of which has never before been gathered 
between k covers. 

With Mrs. Wilson’s authorization, the earlier writings of Wilson are 
brought together for the first time in compact, convenient and impressive 
form. 

Aitchison (Leslie) ENGINEERING STEELS. An Exposition of the 
Properties of Steel for Engineers and Users to secure Economy 
in Working and Efficiency of Result. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xxxi., 
396. Macdonald and Evans, 1921. 25s. net. 

A general handbook of the steel industry describing the various alloys 
used for various varieties,with a considerable section on the important subject 
of testing. Numerous diagrams and illustrations illustrate the subject 
effectively and an important bibliography is added of original papers on the 
hardness of metal. 

Firestone (Clark B.) Tue Coasts or ILtuston. Cloth, roy. 8vo. 
Illustrated. Harper & Bros. 1924. 16s. net. 

This book gives a view of the earth and its inhabitants as they appeared 
to the ancients, to the mediaevals, and to our own forefathers ; not a collec- 
tion of myths, but the stories the wanderers told when the world was young. 
Sturges (Rev. T. W.) THe Pouttry Manvuat. Demy 8vo, cloth, 

pp. xiv., 498. Fully illus. Macdonald and Evans, 1921. 
12s. 6d. net. 

A most complete handbook with numerous illustrations, including many 
coloured plates of every aspect of poultry keeping both as a hobby and asa 
commercial concern. 

Tue Grris’ ScHoot YEAR Book (Public Schools) The Official Book 
of Reference of the Association of Head Mistresses. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. Ivi., 642. Deane, 1923-24. 7s. 6d. net. 

Part I. of this, the eighteenth edition of the Girls’ School Year Book, 
contains a complete list of the Girls’ Public Schools in Great Britain, to which 
is added full details of Universities and Colleges. Part II. of the book deals 
with the future career of girls on leaving school. Copious particulars are 
given of various professions and openings for girls, and we note with pleasure 
that there is a paragraph on the library profession for women. We trust 
that in future issues this will be considerably enlarged. 

Jaszi (Oscar) REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION IN HUNGARY. 
With an Introduction by R. W. Seton-Watson. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 240. King, 1924. 15s. net. 

The process of settling down in Hungary was marked by no less than three 
revolutions in October, 1918, March, 1919, and August, 1919. This book 
gives a critical account of the three revolutions and explains their reasons 
and results. 

De Burgh (W. G.) THe LeGacy oF THE ANCIENT WorLp. Demy 
8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 462. MacDonald and Evans, 1924. 15s. net 

The aim of this book is to introduce the general reader to a know ledge 
of antiquity, and to help teachers and students by indicating the lines of 
connection between the successive phases of what may be termed, compen- 
diously, the Mediterranean civilisation. It sets forth the abiding value of the 
life and thought of Israel, Greece and Rome. 

Cropper (L. G.) BookKEEPING AND Accounts. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. viil., 946. 13th edition. MacDonald and Evans, 1923. 
21s. net. 

The thirteenth edition of this well-known text book has been completely 
brought up to date and will be found absolutely essential to all students. 
Timmermans (Felix) Patiteter. [Illustrated Introduction bj 

Hendrick Van Loon. Cloth, cr. 8vo. Illustrated with the original 
drawings by Anton Pieck. Harper & Bros., 1924. 10s 6d net. 














82 Tue Lisrary Worip 


A translation of the remarkable book by the leading Flemish writer of 
to-day. 

* Pallieter "’ is the story of a man who enjoys every minute of living and 

gets all he can out of it. His home is the Flemish countryside, dripping with 

milk and honey. Pallieter falls in love and marries the sabehadind Marieke, 
whose whole being breathed the breath of Mother Nature and the gay growth 
of young things. 

Bridge (F. Maynard) A SHort History oF THE. GREAT WorRLD War, 
with twenty-three maps. Second Edition. Demy S8vo, cloth, 
pp. vili., 274. Deane and Sons, 1920. 6s. net. 

The second edition of this exceedingly useful summary of The Great War, 
with numerous maps. This edition includes the record of events to the ratifi- 
cation of the Peace Treaty. 

Suzzallo (Henry) Our FaitH In Epucation. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
108. Lippincott, 1924. 6s. net. 

The appeal of the President of the University of Washington is for greater 
competency in the school system generally, as he says “ Faith in popular 
sovereignty is futile without faith in schools,’’ and this book should be read 
by every educationist. 

Bridge (F. Maynard) Princes oF WALES. With Twenty Portraits. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 256. Deane and Sons, 1924. 8s. 6d. 
net. 

The history of the nineteen Princes of Wales, extending from the year 
1284 to the present day, preceded by an account of the Welsh Princes of Wales. 
The work is illustrated with twenty photographs, mostly reproduced from the 
royal portraits in the library at Windsor Castle. 

Schelling (Felix) SumMMER GHosTS AND WINTER Topics. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 182. Lippincott, 1924. 9s. net 

A series of interesting essays, with a strong literary flavour and a vein 
of humour which renders them exceedingly readable. 


FICTION. 
Twain (Mark) THe ApventuREes oF Tom Sawyer. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 256. Harrap, 1924. 2s. 6d. net. 
Twain (Mark) Tue ApveNTURES oF HUCKLEBERRY Finn (Tom 
Sawyer’s Comrade). Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. Harrap, 1924. 
2s. 6d. net. 


Jepson (Edgar) Pottyoory. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vi., 298. Har- 
rap, 1924. 2s. 6d. net. 
hese are three of the most popular titles in Messrs. Harrap’s new half- 
crown net series which are beautifully produced, bound in best cloth, in a style 
which librarians will find absolutely to their requirements. Considering the 
low price of the series, the value is absolutely remarkable. 
Librarians are invited to inspect the books at The Library World stand. 
A number of titles are to appear shortly in this series. 


Wright (Gene) Panpnora La Crorx, A Novel. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
302. Lippincott, 1924. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is an island story and the colour of the South Seas make an attractive 
though not original setting. It is to the heroine that we must look for a 
wonderful character study, for she is described as “‘ lithe as a tigress, graceful 
as the palms, half savage, untamed, and passionate.’’ With this to go upon 
the result must be an exciting story. 


Hill (Grace Livingston) Re-Creations. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 
376. Lippincott, 1924. 7s. 6d. net. 
A Springtime romance, fresh, vivacious, gay as the daring colour schemes 


that flit through the artistic head of its pretty heroine. The kind of love 
story that everyone likes at heart—that makes one wish for more like it. 





— 
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JUVENILE. 

Abbott (Jane) Fipetis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 304. Illustrated. 

Lipgincett, 1924. 5s. net. 
story of school life, with a haunted house and a mystery thrown in for 
good measure. 

HarPER’s YOUNG Peopie’s Series. This enterprising firm of 
publishers has brought out nine new titles in one of the most 
attractive juvenile series that we have seen of late. At the price 
of 2s. 6d. net these books are of wonderful value, the binding, 
paper and print are all chosen with a view to making them 
specially suitable for the use of Librarians. In fact, no library 
should be without the series. The volumes have each a coloured 
jacket and the new titles are as follows: Raising the Pearl, by 
James Otis; The Ice Queen, by E. Ingersoll; Cruise of the 
Canoe Club; The Moral Pirates; A New Robinson Crusoe, 
by W. L. Alden; Wakulla; Chrystal Jack and Co., by Kirk 
Munroe ; and The Red Mustang, by W. O. Stoddard. 

From the same publishers we have also THE ADVENTURES SERIES 
which is a new series at 3s. 6d. net each. Again these are designed 
with a view to utility of type, paper and cover that is admirable. 
We cannot but believe that this series is as successful, or still 
more successful if that is possible, than The Young People’s 
Series. We have ten titles before us, all of them fascinating from 
the point of view of adventure: Boys’ Book of Indians ; Boys’ 
Book of Cowboys; Boys’ Book of Pirates; Lively Adventures 
of Gavin Hamilton, by M. E. Seawell; Captain of the Cats-Paw, 
by W. O. Stoddard ; Son of Lighthouse Harry; The Blockades, 
by Howard Pyle; Captured by the Navajos, by C. A. Curtis; 
and In the Camp at Bear Pond, by H. E. Rood. 

The third attractive series from Messrs. Harper and Bros., which 
will interest older readers, is the OPFRA SERIES at 5s. net, which 
contains many of the Wagner motives, such as the following : 
The Story of the Rhinegold, Wotan Siegfried and Briinnhilde, 
Wonder Tales from Wagner, K6nigskinder, all by Anna Chapin ; 
and The Story of Music and Musicians, by Lucy Lillie. 


SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. 
Honorary Visitor: Sir Freperic Grorce Kenyon,K.C.B.,M.A.,D.Litt. Director: E.A.Baxer,M.A.,D.Lit. 

The School vides the following Courses :— 

(1) FULL-TIME COURSES. 

(2) COURSES FOR PART-TIME STUDENTS, both Day and Evening. Courses (1) and (2) are 
for students reading for the University Diploma in Librarianship or for the Certificate qualifying 
for the Diploma of the Library Association. 

3) SPECIAL COURSES. Z 

i PUBLIC and SPECIAL LECTURES on Commercial and Industrial Libraries, Library Work 
with Children, Bookbinding, Public Library Law, Public Libraries Extension Work, etc., will 
be given during the session. 

THE SESSION 1924-25 begins on Monday, September 29th. 

Students desiring to be admitted should apply. forthwith to :— 

WALTER W. SETON, Secretary, University College, London. (Gower Street, W.C.1.) 








THE WESTMINSTER PuBLIC LIBRARIES COMMITTEE wish to dispose 
of surplus Library Fittings, including single and double Newspaper 
Stands, in wainscot oak; also several Cotgreave’s Indicators, 
complete, etc. Apply Librarian, Public Library, Buckingham 
Palace Road, S.W.1. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
To the Eprtor, Library World. 


SIR, COLONIAL LIBRARIES. 

In response to your message in The Library World of last 
March, I have pleasure in forwarding particulars of several libraries 
not mentioned in your article on Colonial Libraries. Your corre- 
spondent made serious omissions in not mentioning the libraries 
in the Wellington district, where the General Assembly Library, 
under the guidance of Mr. Charles Wilson, is renowned for its all- 
round excellence. There is also the Public Library, where Mr. 
Herbert Baillie is Chief Librarian, which has been established for 
many years and is doing good work, particularly in school libraries, 
being the first library in New Zealand to adopt the Buffalo system 
of issuing books to schools. Then in addition there is the collec- 
tion of New Zealand literature in the Alexander Turnbull Library, 
where the collection in point of historic value is to New Zealand 
what the Mitchell Library is to Australia, invaluable and unique 
in its books, pictures and manuscripts relating to the history of the 
Dominion. 

No reference of any kind is made in your article to the libraries 
in the South Canterbury and Otago districts, where libraries have 
been established for a long number of years. The first library 
movements were initiated by the Provincial Councils of the 50's 
and 60's, who every year donated a large number of volumes to 
the libraries throughout the Province. As the centres grew in size 
larger libraries were set up, and the Dunedin Athenaeum of to-day, 

With its library of over 31,600 volumes, has grown out of the 
Mechanics’ Institute which was established as far back as 1859. 
The library consists of reading room, lending library, smoke-room 
and chess-room, has upwards of 2,000 subscribers and it is looked 
upon as one of the permanent institutions of Dunedin. 

Twenty years ago the City Council made application to Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie for a grant of money to establish a Public Library. 
It was felt that then Athenaeum was only serving a section of the 
community, and Dunedin being a University town a well appointed 
Reference Library was desirable. Mr. Carnegie granted a sum of 
£10,000 towards the building and the Dunedin Public Library is 
one of the best libraries in the Dominion. The fine building, which 
is well designed for its purpose, contains a newspaper room, maga- 
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zine room and lending library. A separate room is provided for 
children combining reading room and lending department. Upstairs 
is housed the reference library, and the room adjoining contains 
the valuable collection of New Zealand literature donated by the 
late Dr. Robert McNab. 

The library contains over 38,000 volumes: Lending Library, 
20,621; Reference Department, 7,105; New Zealand section, 
6,036; and Juvenile Library, 4,891 volumes. In every sense of 
the word it is a Public Library for the books are lent out for home 
reading free of charge, and since its inception has proved a real 
boon to the community. The reference department is largely 
made use of by the students attending the classes at the University 
and Training College. The Librarian, Mr. W. B. McEwan, is from 
Edinburgh, where he was connected with Messrs. Macniven and 
Wallace’s well-known Reading Club for many years. 

In addition to the Public Library and Athenaeum, the University 
authorities cater for their students and have a good scientific library. 

Mention should also be made of the special collection of New 
Zealand literature donated to the University by the late Dr. Hocken, 
which rivals the Turnbull Library in its all-round excellence of 
material dealing with the early history of New Zealand. 

Reference could be made to the lesser libraries in this district. 
Timaru and Oamaru both contain good public libraries; the Timaru 
library in particular is well appointed, and with its well selected 
Art Gallery forms a very attractive institution. The Librarian, 
Miss Culverwell, has proved herself to be a very capable manager. 

Further South in the Gore Public Library we have one of the 
neatest and best designed buildings of all the Public Libraries in 
the Dominion. It is also one of the cleanest, a state of affairs reflect- 
ing credit on the management. 

This letter would not be complete without some reference 
being made to the Public Library in Invercargill. Some years ago 
the control passed into the hands of the Municipal authorities and 
since the appointment of Mr. Farnell, who had over 20 years’ 
experience at the Auckland Library, it has made rapid progress. 
The library was established over 60 years ago and during all these 
years it has supplied the reading wants of the public. This library 
has the distinction of being well endowed and a new building may 
be anticipated at an early date. 

There are other libraries doing good work in the smaller town- 
ships, but enough has been written to show the importance of these 
valuable institutions in this part of the Dominion of New Zealand. 

Speaking in general terms these institutions favourably com- 
pare with any of the home libraries—there are some fine buildings, 
the Dewey System is used in all the larger centres, and the admini- 
stration taken all round is of a very high order. 

In some of the smaller towns, such as Napier, Gisborne and 
Wanganui in the North Island, and Westport, Hokitika and Ash- 
burton in the South, good work is being done considering the size 
and requirements of these communities. Then nothing has been 
said of the libraries belonging to the several scientific institutions 
and law societies. These being more or less private do not come 
within the scope of your journal. Yours, etc., 

A Loca SUBSCRIBER. 
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OUR ADVERTISERS 


APPLETON & CO. will be showing a full range of their Autumn 

e publications, together with their popular books for ‘‘ Men and Boys.” 

Particularly interesting volumes will be Human Origins, by C. McCurdy, and 
Fishes, a finely illustrated work by David Starr Jordan. 


ESSRS. STARR & SONS, LTD., of Wigan, who have been estab- 

lished for over 60 years, are such well known binders that librarians 

will know their speciality of hand-sewn work with split boards. We are 

delighted to advise librarians who have not already done so to send them 
some orders. 


UR ADVERTISEMENT PAGES will convey to Librarians the fact that 
the name of Mupte will, for the third time in succession, be seen at 

the Conference. Their exhibit is to include ex-library copies of a 
works, New remainder copies at reduced prices, Books in Foreign 
and specimens of Library Bookbinding, so dear to the heart of the Libeaion. 
from the firm’s spacious factory situated on the roof at headquarters in 
London. resented by their Sales Manager and his Chief Assistant, Mr. 
W. Jj. Cardall it will be possible for all “‘ seekers after truth’’ in regard to 
Books and Bookbinding to obtain first-hand information. 


VERY important collection of new publications are those recently 

issued by Messrs. P. S. Kine & Co., Ltd., Amongst them are 
the following: The Austrian Crown: Its Depreciation and Stabilization, 
The Role of the State in the Provision of Railways, Revolution and Counter 
Revolution in Hungary, Dock Labour and Decasualisation. 


: es have been established for 84 years is no small recommendation, and 

Messrs. G. Weitis & Co., Ltd., well deserve their high reputation 
for having carried out satisfactory work for many important libraries, public, 
private, University and others. 


HE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY have an attractive little collection 
of works on Egyptology, from which special mention should be made 
of A Century of Excavation in the Land of the Pharaohs, by James Baikie, 
F.R.A.S., price 7s. 6d. net, an authoritative and profusely illustrated volume. 
The R.T.S. are well known for their Nature Books, the latest being Little 
Nurseries in the Fields, by Marian H. Crawford, price 7s. 6d. net, adelightful 
account of baby life in meadow and stream, with plenty of good illustrations. 
Special mention should also be made of the R.T.S. Editions-de-Luxe of 
Robinson Crusoe, by Daniel Defoe (including Part 2), with new illustrations in 
colour and black and white by Stanley L. Wood, and Uncle Tom's Cabin by 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, with new illustrations in colour and black and white 
by R. H. Brock, both 6s. net. 


. method and arrangement Messrs. W. H. SmitH & Sons’ stand 

at the Annual Conference of the Library Association is among the 
most effective. The firm's stand is in charge of their expert, Mr. A. G. Smith, 
who last year promised us that at the Glasgow Exhibition his department 
was to extend its efforts and be more effective than ever before. This promise 
we feel sure he will carry out to the fullest possibility. 


ESSRS. J. WHITAKER'’S Reference Catalogue is so well known that it 

is hardly necessary to describe its great increase in bulk and value. 

The 1924 edition is again much enlarged and contains complete or abridged 

lists of no fewer than 260 publishers, com in all 300,000 items. No 

librarian can afiord to be without this work of reference and a copy will be 
shown at the Exhibition. 


i. CEDRIC CHIVERS, LTD., are exhibiting as usual at Glasgow. 

If we look back to the Eastbourne Conference we seem to remember 
that their show was one of the most attractive and they will no doubt have 
even more interesting exhibits if that be possible this year. Their name is a 
household word to librarians. 
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IR ISAAC PITMAN & SONS, LTD., of Parker Street, Kingsway, 
~ W.C., are exhibiting some of their newest commercial and technical 
books. Some that deserve special mention are Business Building, an ency- 
clopedic work for manufacturers, retailers, etc.; a new edition of Spalding’s 
Eastern Exchange, Ourrency and Finance, Rates and Rating, Municipal 
Accounting Systems, Shipping and Shipbroking, etc., etc. There are new 
volumes in the publishers’ famous Common Commodities and Industries 
Series, viz., Bread and Bread Baking, Cocoa and Chocolate, Worsted, Weaving, 
etc., and among the technical books are Hydraulics, Electrolytic Rectifiers, 
The Highway Engineers’ Year Book, Printing, Mechanical Refrigeration, 
Furs and Furriery, Textile Calculations, Woollen Yarn Production, Dress, 
Blouse and Costume Cloths. There are numerous Art Books, among which 
may be mentioned Neediweork in Religion and Embroidery and Pattern 
Design, and among the general literature is included a new volume entitled 
The Earl of Reading and The Life of Lord Morley. 


E should like to draw the attention of Librarians to the beautiful 

series of advertisements which Messrs. THE Art Metat Constrvc- 

TIon Co. have made it their business to publish in The Library World. These 

give an excellent idea of the remarkably efficient service which this firm 
performs. 


IBRARIANS are bound to pay attention tosome very important works 
published by Messrs. Macponatp & Evans. The firm will be 
pleased if librarians would apply to them for complete catalogues containing 
extracts from reviews. A few of the books published by them are: Legacy 
of the Ancient World, Mechanical Road Transport, Engineering Steels, and 
Accounting. 


ESSRS. G. BLUNT & CO. are the leading London Public Library 
Contractors. Every leaf of their “ ideal ’’ binding is guarded and there 
is no oversewing. Their name is well-known to every librarian. 


LASGOW being Messrs. W. & R. Hormes’ centre, they are naturally 

making a great feature of their stand, and Librarians will have the 

benefit of being invited to the premises in Dunlop Street. They are well- 
known specialists in Library Bookcraft. 


IBRARIANS and book buyers seeking bargains should not hesitate 
to call at Day’s Liprary, Ltp., where they are bound to find some- 
thing in their stock at Mount Street; Park Lane, London. 


MONG Messrs. Lippincott Co.’s very attractive publications we can 
A thoroughly recommend Re-Creations, a novel by Grace Livingston Hill, 
Pandora La Croix, by Gene Wright, Our Faith in Education, by Henry 
Suzzallo, President of the University of Washington, Fidelis, by Jane Abbott, 
and Prisons and Common Sense, by Thomas Mott Osborne. 


ESSRS. B. RILEY & CO. give a thorough guarantee that their 

binding is the best possible. Books are‘carefully examined before 

sewing in order to decide the best method of treatment and any book proving 
defective in wear can be returned to them to be put right. 


ESSRS H. F. W. DEANE & SONS ,have issued three recognised 

Reference Books of Secondary Education and three Historical Books. 

The first is that very well known and important work, The Public Schools 

Year Book, and amongst the second is a very attractive volume dealing with 
the Princes of Wales, with portrait of each Prince. 


ESSRS. BOOTS’ BOOKLOVERS’ LIBRARY will have their annual 

exhibition at Saint Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow, with, of course, Mr. F. 

Richardson in charge. This is the place to go for additions and replacements 
for library stock. 
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| gr ed in Glasgow, librarians should not fail to call at West George 

Street and see the facilities offered them by the famous firm of Messrs. 
MacLenose, Jackson & Co., who, besides having a splendid book 
service, undertake binding and book repair. 


WONDERFUL series of books for juveniles is issued by Messrs. HARPER 

Bros. Librarians will remember nine volumes which were shown 

on Messrs. Grafton & Co.’s stand at Eastbourne. They now come 

forward with another attractive set, including such titles as Moral Pirates, 

A New Robinson Crusoe, The Red Mustang. There is also a new series called 

the Adventure Library, which contains Boys Books on Pirates, Cowboys, 
Indians, and so forth. 


OR Library appliances Mr. A. LAMBERT is unique and among the features 
he advertises are stout fibre guides for charging systems. Nor must 
his Vernier Steel Bookstacks, patented throughout the world, be forgotten. 


MONG the new books on show published by the enterprising firm of 
A Messrs. ALLEN & UNWIN are three very important books: The 
Inner Discipline, a work dealing with the psychotherapeutics ; The Govern- 
ment of France, by Barthelemy; and the third is a biography of Sigmund 
Freud by Fritz Wittels. 


ESSRS. W. & G. FOYLE have an ever-increasing stock of books 
i from which librarians can select. They own to having two million 
titles, but this figure is probably on the increase. 


HE second six volumes in HARRApP’s PoPpUuLAR FicTION LIBRARY are 
very pleasing to the eye; their titles speak for themselves. There is 
no doubt that the publishers’ claim that these volumes at half-a-crown net 
would be produced as attractively as the standard seven-and-sixpenny novel 
has been substantiated: they are worthy of a place on the shelves of any 
library. The titles are: Micah Clarke, by A. Conan Doyle; Dawn, by Rider 
Haggard; Some Experiences of an Irish R.N., by Somerville and Ross; 
The Come Back, by Carolyn Wells; Cleopatra, by Rider Haggard; The 
Thousandth Woman, by E. W. Hornung. 


= SHELDON PRESS gives a remarkable list of works dealing with 

biographies of great discoverers, scientists, women who have obtained 
prominence and also a series on such great Empire Builders as Sir Robert 
Sandeman, Mungo Park, Richard Hakluyt, etc. 


A LARGE range of professional literature for librarians up-to-date general 

publications, juveniles etc., and library supplies of every description, 
will be shown at Messrs. Grarton & Co.’sstand. They are making a special 
feature of woodwork, namely, Card Index Cabinets, Card Charging Trays, 
and other appliances for charging systems. They are also showing several 
new works issued by the American Library Association, Messrs. A. S. Barnes 
and Co., The F. W. Faxon, and appliances of Messrs. Gaylord Bros. 


REAL service to librarians is being done by Messrs. StonEHAM, Ltd., 

by their issue of classified lists produced on lines that put many library 

catalogues toshame, The Glasgow exhibition will be asplendid opportunity 
for delegates to test this firm’s most efficient service. 


N their Autumn announcements list Messrs. WELLS GARDNER, DARTON 

& Co. have some interesting books; among them are some of outstand- 

ing merit, namely, the first illustrated edition of Jim Davis, by John Mase- 

field; Chinna, by Mrs. Hobart Hampden; Up and Down the City Roads, 
by A. A. Methley; Animal Geography; and The Bankside Stage Book. 
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WE INVITE LIBRARIANS TO PAY A j 
VISIT TO OUR EXHIBIT AND SEE WHAT | 
WE ARE DOING TO IMPROVE THE 
SERVICE OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOK / 














Chivers’ Binding is not ordinary Binding. q 
It is bookbinding specially re-adapted to —& 


the friable paper used in modern books. 


1,500 Public Libraries all over the World 
use it. a 


For books of undetermined popularity, q 
re-sewing, RE-INFORCING, and re-placing —% 


in the publishers’ strengthened covers, © f 


ensures an average issue of GO loans as # 


against 15 in publishers’ covers as issued. — 


We STRENGTHEN the bad paper of new _ 


books and improve the surface of the 


leaves before binding. 
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